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Guest Speaker: Aimee Cho
Aimee Cho is a general assignment reporter for NBC4. She grew up in Great Falls, Virginia 

where she wanted to be a journalist from a young age. She attended Langley High school then 
Cornell University. Aimee wrote for the Cornell Daily Sun and for Ithaca College’s student-run 
TV station. After being accepted into the Emma Bowen Foundation Internship Program, she 
spent three summers at NBC4 working in various departments including the newsroom. At the 
conclusion of her participation in 2017, NBC4 hired her to be a multimedia journalist.

Letter from the Executive Director:
In the past year, the Literacy Council of Northern Virginia served its 50,000th learner. 

This feat was achieved with the help of everyone who has been a part of LCNV throughout its 
existence. LCNV’s learners, community partners, volunteers, donors, Board of Directors, and 
staff deserve accolades for the longstanding success of this organization. What began as a 
small group of concerned volunteers has blossomed into a community of over 600 volunteers 
serving more than 1,500 learners yearly, with new programs in development to best serve the 
needs of Northern Virginians. I am proud to celebrate this growth during tonight’s Annual 
Recognition Ceremony.

This year’s Annual Recognition Ceremony theme is “Learning English Improves My Life”, 
an opportunity to reflect on the incredible accomplishments of LCNV’s learners, and the 
expansion of our programs. LCNV’s Destination Workforce® program has grown immensely to 
serve refugees and immigrants in different industries and career paths. Just during this Spring 
Semester, 16 Destination Workforce® participants received their Guest Service Gold® customer 
service credential! Countless other students have achieved personal and professional goals and 
continue to improve their English and their lives. In this book, you’ll read stories of learners 
gaining their citizenship, getting involved in their children’s education, and advancing in their 
careers, all thanks to LCNV’s accessible English classes for adults. 

Last year, I had the opportunity to witness LCNV’s Annual Recognition Ceremony before 
assuming the role of Executive Director. I was struck by the enthusiasm and acceptance of this 
community during the event. Over the past nine months, I have had the opportunity to meet 
many volunteers, partners, instructors, and donors who form the bedrock of this community, 
and I am humbled to have been welcomed to LCNV with the warmth and support of so many. 
Thank you for your tremendous commitment to the mission of literacy. 

Roopal Mehta Saran
Executive Director, LCNV

LCNV’s Class Locations
Brent Place Apartments, Alexandria | Brookside Apartments, Alexandria | Centreville Labor 
Resource Center, Centreville | Crestwood Elementary School, Springfield | First Assembly 
of God, Alexandria | Glasgow Middle School, Lincolnia | Herndon Neighborhood Resource 
Center, Herndon | James Lee Community Center, Falls Church | Korean Community Service 
Center, Annandale | Lincolnia Senior Center, Lincolnia | Lorton Senior Center, Lorton | 
Meadows of Chantilly, Chantilly | William Ramsay Recreation Center, Alexandria | 
Woodrow Wilson Library, Falls Church 
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About the Literacy Council of Northern Virginia
The mission of the Literacy Council of Northern Virginia (LCNV) is to teach adults the 
basic skills of reading, writing, speaking, and understanding English so they can access 
employment and educational opportunities and more fully and equitably participate in the 
community.
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Community Partnership Awards
Each year, the Literacy Council of Northern Virginia recognizes a number of its partners 
for their consistent support of its programs and mission. This year, LCNV is proud to 
recognize three outstanding partners.

Cox Charities is a longtime partner of LCNV that helps make LCNV’s Family Learning Program possible. Cox 
Charities has supported LCNV since 2003, providing over $57,000 in funding to empower thousands of adults to become 
more actively engaged in their children’s education. Thanks to Cox Charities’ support, LCNV now offers Family Learning 
Program classes at five locations throughout Virginia, while staying current in best practices for family literacy.

Additionally, Cox has aided LCNV in media exposure, hosting LCNV on television programs numerous times. Cox 
Charities and Cox Communications’ commitment to social causes is evident in the programs it supports, and LCNV is 
grateful to be counted among them.

The Fairfax County Office of Public Private Partnerships (OP3) recently collaborated with LCNV to secure a 
Destination Workforce® program with BF Saul Hospitality Group’s DoubleTree by Hilton McLean Tysons. Upon learning 
that the Tysons Partnership’s Community Responsibility Council was interested in ESL classes for Tysons-area employees, 
OP3 worked quickly to help LCNV bring its Destination Workforce® program to an area business. Thanks to OP3, 
DoubleTree by Hilton banquet and housekeeping staff received Destination Workforce® instruction that has resulted in 
promotions and designations such as “Employee of the Year” for LCNV learners. 

OP3 has worked with LCNV, Fairfax County, and Neighborhood and Community Services to install SMART boards in 
three James Lee Community Center classrooms. This dedication to bolstering cutting-edge English language programs is 
truly commendable, and LCNV is honored to recognize OP3 as an outstanding community partner.

The Korean Community Service Center of Greater Washington (KCSC) has remained committed to the cause of 
literacy for many years alongside LCNV. Starting in 2011, KCSC dedicated classroom space to LCNV’s beginning-level 
English programs. Thanks to this partnership, LCNV has now instructed more than 400 learners at KCSC. 

KCSC has consistently helped with class promotion, including providing the translation of LCNV information to 
make it accessible to Korean readers. KCSC has also supported cutting-edge LCNV initiatives, working together to pilot a 
skills-based pronunciation class. After seeing the need for a job readiness program for clients, KCSC worked with LCNV to 
create an English for Work program, which provides clients with instruction on professional English skills. LCNV is proud 
to continue this partnership with KCSC over the coming years.
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Learning English Improves My Life
LCNV learners from all instructional programs were invited to submit writings around 
our theme for this year’s Annual Recognition Ceremony, Learning English Improves My 
Life. Learners worked with tutors, teachers, and/or classmates to formulate ideas, construct 
drafts, and edit their writing in order to create the final products contained here. The ideas 
and opinions contained in the publication are those of the learner and do not necessarily 
reflect those of LCNV or its partners. We hope you will get a sense of what learning English 
means to our students.

Student Readers

Heba Al Bashiereh

My name is Heba Al Bashiereh. I am from Jordan. My mother language is Arabic and my religion is Islam. I came to 
Virginia with my beautiful family ten years ago. I am the mother of three kids. I have one daughter named Hejan and two 
sons named Elaf and Ahmad. When I came to Virginia, I faced many struggles, such as speaking the English language. I 
was very shy and less confident in myself because I didn’t know how to speak English. When I was going to meet my kids’ 
counselors or their teachers or their doctor, I didn’t know how to speak English. When I went to shop, I didn’t know how to 
speak English to ask about prices or to speak with a cashier. When I watched the news, I had a hard time understanding 
what’s going on around me. When I rode the Metro bus, I didn’t know how to communicate with the driver. I registered 
in many branches of churches, NOVA in Alexandria and James Lee Center [LCNV] in Falls Church to learn the English 
language. 

First of all, learning English improved my life skills in speaking, reading and writing. After that, I increased the 
confidence in myself by doing those things. In 2011 I got a driver’s license. I became an American citizen five years ago. 
Next, learning English improved my knowledge and thoughts on how to understand other cultures and religions in my 
community. I have new friends from other countries and share my experiences with friends to get new positive knowledge 
from the people who live around me in my community. I tried food from different countries and shared food from my 
country. Also, learning English improved my life experience on how to help people to find a job and to encourage the 
people to register for English language class at their kid’s school or other centers as James Lee Center to improve their 
English. Then to help them understand the manual of the driver’s license by studying and to take them to the DMV or 
to help them become American citizens. In addition, learning English improved my life skills like how to practice my 
American rights by the law. I answer other people’s questions when they ask me what Islam means such as why do I have 
to cover my head with a beautiful scarf and wear a nice long dress. I can answer other questions about my religion. 

In conclusion, I got a lot of experience from my new life in Virginia like: how to open a bank account and deposit my 
money, pay my bills by smartphone, apply for a job, buy things I need online, and search for a new apartment when I need 
to move. I learned many things that can build my skills, thoughts, experiences, relationships, and knowledge. I can be a 
strong lady before the struggles. Actually, learning English was a really big challenge, but I succeeded. I love my life.

Heba Al Bashiereh
Beginning-level 
English Program

Jelena Ivkovic
Family Learning 

Program

Alejandrina Masias
Designated  

Tutoring Program
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Jelena Ivkovic

My name is Jelena Ivkovic. I am from Serbia. My native language is Serbian. I came to the USA in 2013. My life in 
America is very hard because I don’t know the English language very well. I have a problem with my English. I decided to 
study English because I want to improve my life in America.

I have studied English for four years. Learning English is very hard for me. I like to learn but this process is very 
slow. I need to improve my vocabulary, reading, writing and conversation. For me, the hardest part in English language is 
conversation and writing.

When I started to study the English language, my life changed. English helped me to communicate with people and 
make new friendships. My life has become beautiful and easier. I use English everywhere: in shopping, at the doctors, in 
school and at the playground. I started volunteering in school. Now I am a volunteer and I am very happy.

My plan is to study English always. I do not want to stop! I want to stay in America and continue to study English and 
improve my social and professional life. I am an electrical engineer and I want one day to work in my profession.

Alejandrina Masias

My name is Alejandrina Masias. I’m 64 years old. I’ve worked as a nanny for many years where I’ve mostly spoken 
Spanish, my native language, because the parents want their children to speak Spanish too. I don’t speak English with 
them but the children speak English to me and I speak Spanish to them. They understand Spanish very well and I need to 
speak and understand English.

I’m grateful for the Literacy Council of Northern Virginia for having my teacher, Aliki Bryant, help me. With Aliki, 
I learn English. I learn to speak it, to write it and to pronounce it. This helps me in my daily work with the children, 
and with their parents also. They often have play dates and activities outside of school. Learning English improves my 
communication with my community and with different activities. Learning English helps me a lot to communicate with 
my neighbors, and with the purchase of a car, getting good insurance, how to pay bills, how to rent an apartment, and to 
[make] purchases in stores, the pharmacy, etc.

Learning English has changed my life in the USA. I’m happy to be able to communicate with the people and am 
grateful to the Literacy Council of Northern Virginia for their help and I’m grateful for Aliki Bryant, my teacher, for her 
great help and the time she gives me, for being so special in my life, in helping me to communicate better every day.

Thank you for everything.

An LCNV class at the Korean Community Service Center of Greater Washington.
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All Essays

Raghad Abdulwahhah

 I’m so happy to join this class. I have learned a lot of 
grammar, meaning of words, general terms and writing 
words. I get a lot of help from the teachers. I want to say 
special thanks for everyone who contributed to this class 
and did it.

Christiana Addy

 As I started learning English it improved my life. Now 
I can speak to my family and [they] understand what I am 
saying. It makes my life better.

Rania Afeef

 Now when I read English, I can understand and I wish 
to continue to learn English until I go up to a level where I 
don’t need a translator between me and English speakers. 
When I was looking to read important topics, I find they are 
mostly in the English language. Unfortunately, I couldn’t 
read them and benefit from them in the past. And for that 
I now worked hard to learn the language while I’m here in 
America from when I started my new life and to the last 
minute in my life. Yes, I studied information technology at 
my schools and worked with graphic design companies. But 
I strongly want to study here at colleges and for this I need 
English language. When I finish my studies, I will be on the 
right road to finding the right business that helps me and 
helps other people. So I had to change and learn English.

Amel Ahmed

 Learning English for me is a challenge. [I want to] get 
a new job, read newspapers, and talk to people. Talking to 
people is so much fun to me. 
 Because English is the universal second language, I 
need to speak English the same as American people with 
the same accent. I can’t wait to do that. I want to learn 
English because I love reading books. Reading books has 
big words for me.
 [I want to] speak in English to people who can help me 
solve problems. [I want to] communicate with my children’s 
teachers, reach my goals, and understand and connect with 
other people in my community.
 [I want to] go to university. I want to be a nurse.
 [I want to] understand other cultures. [I want to] be safe 
from scammers.
 So I am ready to learn more and study hard to improve 
myself. I do my best and may God help me.

Safaa Al-Doori

 [People in] my new country speak English so when I 
learn English, it is changing my life for the better. I will use 
English to talk to my doctor and it will help me with my 
citizenship. 
 I visit my doctor once a week and all the time I have 
a translator to help me understand my doctor. If I speak 
English I can talk to my doctor directly without a translator.
 The citizenship exam is very important to me because 
I want to go visit my daughter for more than one month. 
By knowing English I can pass the exam and get my 
citizenship to visit my daughter.

Salado Ali

 My name is Salado. My first name is Ali. I am from 
Somalia. I came to America on May 5, 2000. I live in 
Alexandria, Virginia. I am learning English in class. In US, I 
need English to shop in the grocery store.
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Sabur Almotairi

 I want to learn English because I want to help my 
children with their homework. I would like to communicate 
with other people. I want to be independent in the USA so I 
can go outside alone. I would like to complete my education 
to get a better job in my country. English is the most 
important language in the world. If I learn English then I 
can travel anywhere in the world.

Akbal Alqutbi
Learning English Improves My Life

 When I was in school in my country and when 
they taught us English, I found it [was] a very beautiful 
language. I like it very much. For ten years at school there 
were very good teachers. After my graduation from college 
I got a job but in Arabic so I stopped learning English for 
30 years.
 When I arrived in the US in 2013, I found difficulties 
because I couldn’t speak English well like when I went to 
the doctor, or the supermarket, or going to my son’s school 
if there was a problem with him. So I decided to learn 
English again to help myself live and have contact with 
people, and because it is the language of film which I like 
so much and I [don’t] want to rely on subtitles. It is the 
language of science so it helps me to teach my son and it 
helps me with technology.
 The most important thing is I began to understand 
what doctors say about my health. The English language is 
commonly used so when I travel to any country I can speak 
with people in English.

Masoumeh Asemani

 I am learning English for improving my life. I am a 
housewife. I need to watch TV and I don’t understand. I 
like reading books, newspapers and magazines. If I can 
learn English, it will be better for me and my family. I need 
English so I can speak to my grandson.
 When I have to go to the grocery store I need to speak 
and read prices and find aisles.
 I would like to get my citizenship. If I can’t learn good 
English, I can’t get my citizenship.
 I love to travel but I’m not good at speaking English. 
For traveling in all the world, I need to be able to [speak] 
good English.
 When learning English, you go to a whole new world. I 

love watching movies but I often don’t understand. I need 
to learn good English. I try every day. I like music and I love 
songs.
 I hope to learn the English language.

Silva Asryan

 My name is Silva. I am from Armenia. I came to the 
US in 2016. I don’t work in the US because I take care of 
my granddaughter. She is two years old. It’s hard for me to 
learn English because we communicate with each other in 
Armenian. But when I watch TV with my granddaughter, 
we learn English together. My elder granddaughter goes to 
elementary school. She is a clever girl. She and I sometimes 
do her homework together and I feel very good that I can 
help her a little.
 Every year for two months, I have gone to ESL school 
to learn English. Since taking English classes, I have 
gotten new friends. They all come from different countries. 
Learning English makes me feel more confident. When I 
go to the playground with my little granddaughter, I can 
communicate with the other parents. 
 When the time comes, I would like to become a US 
citizen. Learning English helps me to prepare for that. I 
use my computer to learn about American history. When I 
become a US citizen, I will be able to vote.
 Learning English gives me power, improves and 
makes my life easier. Now I am more independent. I can go 
shopping by myself. I go to the library and borrow books to 
read.
 I also use my computer to read interesting stories. After 
each story, there are questions. I answer them and check 
the answers. Every day I get better and better at reading 
and writing English. Now my main goal is to speak fluent 
English and to reach my goal, I must practice very, very 
hard. 
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Yenis Karina Argueta Ayala

 Before I learned English I didn’t understand anything. 
It was very difficult for me hearing English in the store, at 
my job, and at the doctor’s office. People speak only English, 
not Spanish.
 Now I feel in my work I understand more people who 
speak to me in English.
 I can go to the store and I understand a little more.

Maida Branez

 My name is Maida Branez and I was born in Bolivia. 
I have lived in the United States for one year. I have been 
learning English for three months. 
 English improves my life because it is necessary for my 
life. I can understand people, I can talk to my friends when 
driving, and at work. 
 I like my English class because I met new friends. I like 
my teachers. Thank you for all.

Klely Carranza

 Every day, speaking English helps me achieve my 
goals in this country. I can call my children’s school for any 
questions or report an absence. I am able to communicate 
at the clinic, hospital, grocery store and in many other 
places. These are small things that make a big difference.

Dinora Lara Castillo

 Hi, I’m Dinora. I came to the United States in 2005. 
I wanted to have a better future. In 2012, I went to study 
English where I learned the basics. I also learned a lot in my 
work at Subway Restaurant. I want to study more because I 
want to become a citizen of the United States, and of course, 
have a better job where I get paid more. 
 I looked [for a place] where I could study more, and 
one person gave me information about this school [LCNV] 
at James Lee. That is why I am studying in this place. I 
like it here, and there are excellent people, teachers and 
classmates.

Yassmine Chakaron

 Learning English has helped me at home. I can 
understand my children and my husband. When I go 
shopping to buy groceries, I understand the cashier. And 
when I go to buy clothes for my daughter, I understand. 
When I go to eat at a restaurant, I understand the menu.

Jin Feng Chen

 Learning English has improved my life. I can better 
communicate with customers at work. I have confidence in 
speaking at work now. I can help customers order their new 
item when it is not in the store.
 Learning English is better for me with my family. I 
can make a doctor’s appointment for my children. I can 
understand my children’s teacher’s email. 
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 I can talk to my neighbors. I can send packages at the 
post office. I can understand the citizenship questions.
 Learning English makes my life better in every way. 
I feel more relaxed. By learning English, I have more 
opportunities in American life and it makes me strong.

Giovanna Chessa

 Learning English was my first thought when I moved 
from Italy. I knew English a little, but I wanted to speak it 
better. My daughter decided to find a school for me. She 
said that it is important to have guidance from teachers and 
meet other students. She helped me overcome my initial 
fears. I am happy that she did.
 I read English books and magazines daily because I am 
determined to improve my language skills. My objective is 
to speak and write English without making mistakes. When 
I started attending school, I promised myself to study every 
day. I was able to keep my promise.
 Improving my English has helped me in many ways; I 
communicate more with my son-in-law and I am closer to 
him. I met my neighbors and some new friends.
 I wish to continue to improve so that I can build deeper 
relationships. I also want to understand the American 
culture better. Because I love reading, I would like to 
become part of a book club, and have conversations with 
other avid readers. Thank you from my heart, Literacy 
Council of Northern Virginia, for helping me improve my 
life. 

Hugo Chet

 I think that English is very important because wherever 
you go, you need to communicate. And if you speak 
English, you get a better job. Also, you need English to visit 
the doctor and read the recipes.
 English allows me to read books, write, listen to music, 
watch movies and news, and be able to use a computer to 
open a bank account. English helps me meet new people 
and make new friends. That’s why I need to continue 
studying English to learn more.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jose Jairo Chet Choc

 I like learning English because it is important in my life 
to speak English when I need to speak to my boss about my 
work, and also speak [to the] person when I go to the doctor, 
the bank, a restaurant, and [when I speak to any person who 
does] not speak my language .

Mui Chong

 My name is Mui Chong. I’m married with five children. 
I have three sons and two daughters. I came to America 
with my daughter on June 15, 2015. We arrived in Los 
Angeles and stayed there for more than a month. We didn’t 
like it there so then we moved here on July 7, 2015. I like 
it here a lot. We like to live here because of the freedom. I 
need to go to school to learn English and meet more new 
friends.

Forida Zabin Chowdhury

 Now I can talk to and understand my children when 
they speak English. Now I understand what my child’s 
homework means even if he doesn’t understand it himself. 
Now that I have learned English, I can get a job. I don’t have 
to worry any more about learning English. 
 Now that I have learned English, I can talk to and help 
my neighbors. Sometime I spend time with my neighbors 
talking about a lot of languages. I also practice English with 
my relatives so I can learn more and if I make mistakes, 
they correct me.

LCNV students at the James Lee Community Center.
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Nahid Jahan Chowdhury

 My name is Nahid Jahan Chowdhury. I was born and 
raised in Chittagong, Bangladesh. I immigrated to the 
USA about six months ago with my husband and 12 month 
old daughter. It has been a complete culture shock for me 
as everything I once knew is different here in the USA. I 
never dreamed of coming to the USA. If we ever believe in 
fate, well this is it. Somehow when I first met my husband, 
I knew one day I might land here in the US. My life would 
become very meaningful especially with my daughter. She 
is everything I ever wanted. She is full of life; her smile 
takes my breath away. 
 I am trying to learn English. That is why I have 
registered with LCNV to improve my communications so I 
can talk with my friends, family and my neighbors. One day 
I want to be able to help my daughter with her homework. 
In addition, if I ever decide to work, I want to be successful 
and one day pass my citizenship exam.

Sadeka Chowdhury

 My name is Sadeka and I am from Bangladesh. I have 
lived in the United States for two years and four months. 
I have been learning English for six months. English 
improves my life because it helps me learn about things 
around me. I watch the news and weather in English.

Bao-Nguyen Chu

 I was born and grew up in a small province in the 
central highlands of Vietnam. My country is fertile land, 
suitable for growing coffee, pepper, rubber and cashews.
 My childhood passed softly with my parents, a young 
sister, a young brother and friends.
 After graduating high school, I moved to a big city for 
my favorite college. At that school I met my husband and 
we got married after I graduated college.
 We worked in my family company for two years, and 

then opened a business ourselves - a furniture company. Six 
years later I had three children - a daughter and twin boys. 
My job improved, we saved a little money, and I wanted my 
children to have a good education and a fresh environment.
 I decided to move to the USA [with the help of an] 
investment policy. My family arrived in [the] USA in June 
2017. That was a big change in my life. Along with the new 
life [there were] plenty of difficulties of missing parents, 
friends, and work.
 Although the USA [felt] too new, I did not give up. I 
love my country, and I love the USA. Now I try to learn 
English much more. I want to have a good life in the USA, 
and I thank the people and teachers who have helped me 
since I have lived in the USA.

Hai-ping Chu

 I have been learning English since I came to America. 
It was very difficult because I didn’t know any community 
center near my son’s house so I could only study English 
by myself. Learning new words and pronunciation is very 
difficult. I strive to remember them and repeat the study 
guide from the immigration offices. 
 After moving out of my son’s house to a senior 
apartment, I wanted to buy groceries and go to some places 
by bus and by Metro. So I continued to study English in 
South Gate Community Center English group classes about 
two years ago. Luckily, I was approved for a one on one 
tutor class from LCNV since 1-29-2015. This is a really great 
help for me because my hearing was getting worse so it was 
really difficult to learn from a group class.
 Now my teacher Karen, very patiently and carefully 
teaches me on Saturdays. I have learned more and more 
English communications and American culture.
 After all these years of efforts, I can go to church and 
attend worship on Sundays to listen to the pastor preach 
the Gospel. Also, I can watch some TV programs and read 
a little bit of the newspaper. I can understand some of the 
instructions given by the doctors.
 I very [much] respect my teacher, Karen, and thanks to 
all LCNV. I love this great America forever. 

Young Tae Chun

 At home I speak Korean. I speak Korean with my wife. 
If I go to my government job, every day, I speak English. I 
speak to my supervisor in English. I speak to my director 
in English. I speak to my manager in English. I speak to 
the whole staff in English. They come from many different 
countries and speak many different languages. They come 
from Ghana, El Salvador, Hong Kong, China, Ethiopia, 
Vietnam, the Phillippines, Egypt, and Mexico. We all use 
English to understand each other.
 When I go shopping, I use English to buy gas at the 
gas station, a meal at a restaurant at the mall, clothing to 
wear, and tools to use. I use English at Home Depot, Costco, 
Walmart, Giant, Lowe’s, Safeway, Trader Joe’s, and Target. 
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When I go to the bank to cash a check or deposit money in 
my account, I use English. 
 This is America. English is America’s language. And 
last of all, I speak English with my tutor whenever we have a 
lesson.

Maria E. Claros

 It is important to me to study and know English so that 
I can find a job to communicate with other people. I need to 
learn this language and speak it with fluency and without 
fear and to attend to health services and request services 
that I need in my daily life.
 I have a good understanding of this language but I 
need help with issues like writing and speaking.

Efrain Coc Sian

 When I came to the United States four years ago, I 
talked to my friend Juan and I asked him how I could learn 
English. He told me some advice. You can buy some books 
at Woodrow Wilson Library as they have books in English 
translated into Spanish. After a week, I went to Woodrow 
Wilson Library and I bought two books. I read the books 
every day for four months. After four months, I could 
explain better. Now I learn English with my boss every 
day because we talk about the job. How I do the carpentry, 
electricity, plumbing, painting and ceramic. After that, he 
asked me how many days I need to finish the job. I told 
him I need 20 days. I am learning English when I go to the 
doctor. I am learning English when I go shopping. I want to 
learn more English. That is why I signed up for [classes] at 
Woodrow Wilson library [through LCNV].

Isaias Coc Sian
Learning English Improves My Life

 The English language is important because it’s one of 
the ways to communicate and interact with other people. 
English language is an example for the importance of a 
language because it is an international language and has 
become the most important language in many parts of the 
world.
 It is most widely used in communicating around the 
world. Also, it is spoken as the first language in many 
countries.
 English is playing a major role in many sections like 
education, medicine, engineering and business. There are 
many reasons that make English as the most important 
language in the world.
 Thanks for all who made this program possible to take 
English classes at LCNV.

Faustine Coulibaly

 My name is Faustine Coulibaly. I have lived in the 
United States for six months. I came from the Ivory Coast. 
Learning English improves my life because I can speak 
English with other people. Before I learned English it was 
very difficult for me. For three months in the United States 
it was very difficult to talk with people.
 Now I feel good speaking English because in my job 
I am speaking English every day with my co-workers and 
customers. Sometimes I study on my cell phone. Often I 
write the messages in English to my friends in my country.
 I can read labels of food, give advice, read the ads, and 
write in English. 
 Today, I am proud of me.

Erica Denegri

 I am Erica. I arrived from Peru two years ago thanks 
to my mom. Everything is still different and difficult. I do 
not go to the meetings at my daughter’s school because of 
shame and fear of not knowing how to speak English. One 
day, my daughter cried because I could not help her or be 
present at the awards of her school. I was encouraged to 
study English so I can help her in her school projects and 
also be able to practice my career as a nurse. 
 Now that I am studying, I am convinced that I will be 
able to speak English well without fear of being wrong so I 
can help my daughter with everything and be able to work 
on what I like.
 The love of my daughter is what drives me to continue 
studying and I know that I will achieve it and fulfill my 
goals. Thank you.
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Fatima Eljamai

 I learn English because it’s an international language 
and also we can use English and speak with many people. 
I am getting a good job. I want to learn English because I 
love it.

Chakira Eloualidi

 When I came to the USA for my first time, I was 
embarrassed at my school. At the bus stop I was very scared 
for every small question because I didn’t understand what 
people told me. But when I started my English class, my 
teacher helped and they give me information step by step. 
Now I can talk to people and learn lots of things. Now I 
do not feel embarrassed anymore. I talk to my friends, my 
teachers and I can understand what the people say to me. 
Now I know a lot of things about the USA like history. Now 
I am happy because learning English is not just for the 
USA but is the most important language in the world. I can 
visit any country without any fear about how can people 
understand me if I speak with them in English.

Abir Esmeel

 My name is Abir. I am from Sudan. It is my first year in 
the US. 
 When I came here I did not know how to speak English 
very well. When I took an appointment with my doctor, I 
wanted to speak with someone who spoke my language (an 
interpreter,) but now I can take an appointment by myself. 
At the same time, I didn’t know how to deposit a check 
in my bank account. Now I can understand everything, 
but I am still learning. Next year I will be studying in a 
college. 

Wei Fan

 My name is Wei Fan. I am from China. I have been in 
the USA for a year and a half.
 I love the USA. I have been in the school for six 
months. I am very happy. Now I can talk to people. I am not 
afraid anymore. I enjoy talking to people. I can go grocery 
shopping. Learning English is very good for me.

Luis Gaivez

 I want to improve my English to talk to my son when 
he grows up and I won’t have a problem to communicate 
with him. I also want to make my own company and I 
can talk about my business and receive calls and have a 
conversation understanding everything.
 I need to understand the teachers at my son’s school 
because they ask me for things and I have to call my wife to 
help me decipher what was asked of me.
 I need to speak English because when I go to the doctor 
and he talks to me and I stay in the clouds. I have to tell him 
that I did not understand anything. I am sorry.

Fereja Gamin

 Hi. My name is Fereja Gamin. I will tell you about how 
English helped me to make friends when I first came to 
America with my kids. I didn’t know how to speak English 
and I didn’t have any friends. The first week I took my kids 
to the playground and I met a friend and she speaks Arabic. 
She and I were talking while our kids played and she told 
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be about a school called Herndon Neighborhood Resource 
Center [LCNV]. She told me that they teach English for the 
people who don’t know English or the people that English 
is not their first language. The next few weeks I went there 
with my son to learn English. I was put in a classroom full of 
people and I sat down and was focusing and hearing what 
the teacher was saying. She was giving us new vocabulary 
words and when I came home I was so happy and told my 
kids about it. The next month I saw my friend and I thanked 
her.
 I have a lot of friends thanks to you and I want to thank 
Kathy and Sharon for helping me with reading, writing and 
speaking English. Kathy and Sharon deserve to be the best 
teachers.
 They are the best teachers that taught me English.

Gladys Garcia

 Before I learned English I didn’t speak English. In my 
country, the teachers teaching in the school are poor. When 
I came to the USA it was terrible for me to communicate 
with other people. Now I feel good and try to learn more 
English. I want to help my children with their homework 
and to speak with everyone, but sometimes I am nervous 
when I speak and I mix up the words. I think too much 
before I speak. I hope to pass my test for citizenship. 
Learning English helps for looking for a good job.

Brenda Godoy

 Six months ago I thought that my life needed 
something. I was always able to do great things for others.
 Going back to school was a difficult decision for me; 
I had many fears and many doubts. A long time ago I left 
school to work hard and be a mother to my three children. I 
left my [fears and doubts] along the way.
 Now I am proud to be doing something important 
for me. I greatly admire my classmates who, just like me, 
are adults who dared to take a step forward [by learning] 
English as a new language to [help them] find opportunities 
in this beautiful country that is now our home. I’m surprised 
at how much I have advanced, thanks to the dedication of 
my teachers who help and support me every day.
 I am sure that, [now that I] am speaking English, I will 
be able to find a better job and I will feel more confident. I 
want to continue to expand and discover what I am capable 
of doing.
 If I can wish it, I can do it!

Yan Guo

 When I came to the US it was not good for me. I didn’t 
know anything. Now I go to school and study English. I 
speak English a little. Sometimes I watch TV. Sometimes I 
am working and I talk to the people. I read English books and 
listen to English CDs but sometimes I write homework and 
good stories. My teachers are very nice. They help me learn 
English more than before. I am thankful for every teacher.

Huong Ha

 When I came to America, I didn’t know English. When 
I went anywhere, I had to go with my husband. I didn’t 
understand and I didn’t speak English with anyone. I was 
worried.
 Now I’m learning English. I can get citizenship and go 
shopping and talk with everyone. 
 I’m very self-reliant. Now I meet everyone. I can travel, 
go shopping, and go to the bank without my husband.
 I thank the teachers.

Sara Hajelamin

 Learning English is very important for many reasons. 
The most important of these reasons is education for me 
and my son. I want to help him in his academic studies, 
read his stories, take him to his school, and understand 
what the teacher says in meetings. After that I want to get 
my Masters in Human Resources. So English is important 
to me to achieve this. This is in addition to the importance 
of other aspects of life.
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Eman Hamza

 I learn English for many reasons. Learning English 
will help me to get a better job, understand the doctor, 
communicate with other people, understand the teacher at 
my daughter’s school, help my daughter [with] homework, 
read stories to my daughter and learn how to read the 
directions on Google Maps.

Rosa Maria Hernandez

 I can help my daughter with homework and I can 
volunteer. Learning English will help me find a new job. 
Talking with people will be easier. Learning English helps 
with shopping and talking to the doctor. 

Kit Ho
Learning English

 I am communicating with people. I improve my 
reading, writing, listening and speaking. I practice English 
every day. I remember better. I am confident to listen and 
speak. Before I learned English, I didn’t understand. Now I 
feel I understand. I can speak a little bit but not very well.

Haigang (Derek) Hu

 In 2009 it was my first time to travel to another country. 
I flew to Thailand with my family. When I arrived at the 
airport, I couldn’t find my luggage, so I had to ask the staff 
but she didn’t speak Chinese. She could speak English or 
Thai! I spent a lot of time [trying] to let her know what 
happened. From that time I knew I needed to study English. 
It can improve my life, let me travel easily around the world, 
learn about different cultures, watch English movies and 
TV, and [read] books. Now I moved to the US. English can 
help me have good communication with other people, get 
a good job, and [have] business opportunities. I can talk to 
my daughter’s teacher, help improve my daughter’s studies, 

and give me more confidence.
 Learning always makes people progress!

Imane (Lalla) Idrissi

 To be honest, learning English was not my priority 
before. Knowing that there were so many chances, but when 
I came to the United States I found that living in a place 
where you don’t speak the language is really hard. 
 Everything had become impossible. I couldn’t 
understand what to study with my son, I didn’t understand 
his teacher at the meeting, and I also couldn’t work. So I 
decided to go back to my country, but my son refused and I 
didn’t want to separate him from his father.
 I decided to fight this phenomenon of ignorance. I got 
confidence in myself and my life here, and began to change 
for the better. Thank you so much dear teachers for the help 
that you gave.

Dinora Isabel-Acevedo

 Thank you, I love the class for [learning] English. I 
would like to communicate with other people. It is very 
important to speak English, and to read the letters.

Najla Ismail

 English is a big language that every person has to learn. 
English is very important in my life. It has taught me how to 
communicate with people. We can get a job if we know how 
to speak English. We can make our own appointments.
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Maria Izaguirre

 In my work, in my house with my children, I learn 
English three times a week. My son and I communicate 
with my teacher and with my classmates. I would like to go 
to school from Monday to Friday.

Aysha Izhar

 I am attending ESL classes since September, 2017. 
I found these classes very useful. They help me to 
understand basic speaking, reading and writing. I will 
continue [taking] more classes in the future too.
 The teachers use very effective methods to teach 
English to students who have no or little knowledge of 
English.
 We support [having] these classes be continued and 
would even appreciate classes with more periods, [even] on 
a daily basis throughout the week.
 We appreciate your support. Thanks!

Hyunkyoung Jeon

 Learning English is my joy in life. It makes me dream. 
It makes me feel like I’m growing and it makes me believe 
that I will be able to do something good.
 When I was a kid, I was dreaming to go abroad. I 
wished to experience something new and meet many kinds 
of people.
 The dream is about to be done. Now, I am here in 
America with many nations of people. And this is a very 
special experience for me.
 I’m dreaming again like before. I will be able to speak 
English better and to do much more with many people than 
now. 

Alemtsehay Kakissa

 My name is Alemtsehay. I am from Ethiopia. I have 
lived in Lorton for five years and have been learning 
English for two months.

Yodit Kassa

 My name is Yodit Kassa. I am from Ethiopia. My 
main language is Amharic. When I came to America I 
understood some English, listening and writing, but I 
do not understand fluently. When I go to work, me and 
my coworkers have a meeting every morning and I want 
to ask questions but I can’t. I get scared. Also, I want to 
transfer to another department but it is difficult for me to do 
interviews. The person asking me questions always gets me 
confused. Also, I need to learn English for when I go to the 
doctor or my children’s school meetings.

Mariam Khalid

 English has improved my life and made it better so that 
I can understand people when they are speaking English. 
I can talk to my son and talk to people on the phone in 
English. I don’t need anyone’s help to talk in English. I can 
buy groceries by myself.

Eunhee (Laura) Kim

 I came here to the USA at the end of August last year. 
I came here with my family. My lovely son is six years old 
and he goes to kindergarten. Time has not passed long 
since my family arrived here when my son took a field trip 
in his kindergarten class. He wanted me to take a field trip 
with him and his friends. So I attended the field trip as a 
chaperone. But when I attended the field trip, I couldn’t 
understand English at all. I couldn’t hear any words I knew. 
The teacher assigned three Korean kids and one Chinese 
kid to me. The Chinese kid spoke English well. I could lead 
the Korean students well. But the Chinese student couldn’t 
understand my Korean words. I had no choice but to speak 
Korean because I couldn’t speak English. And I couldn’t 
understand the statements of the Chinese student who 
spoke English. My son was glad that I participated in his 
field trip. However, I was sorry for the Chinese kid because 
I didn’t help him out well. At that time, I felt awful because 
I couldn’t express my thinking. Since then, I didn’t go to 
the kindergarten class in fear of the language barrier and 
to many other situations that needed English. My life was 
unhappy so I made up my mind to study English hard. I 
started learning English at LCNV. Since I attended these 
lessons, day by day, I have started to feel that I can listen 
to English somewhat. All the teachers are very kind and 
competent. So I can improve English day by day. 
 Learning English is becoming interesting to me. 
Learning English is my big pleasure in my life. I want to 
continue to learn English from now on.

Moonjung Kim

 I did not know that English was important when I lived 
in Korea. My family immigrated last year. We had many 
difficulties because we did not speak English. Our life was 
very uncomfortable so we began to learn English [through 
LCNV] at James Lee Community Center. Learning English 
is not easy, but learning English is necessary for my family 
to live in the United States. If I speak English very well, my 
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life will be different. First, my life will be a life of pleasure - 
not fear, and I can get a better job, make many friends, and 
be able to help others. But it takes a lot of time [to learn to] 
speak English well. I will do my best for a better future. 

Zhour Kourara

 Learning English has made life so much better. Before I 
was shy to talk. No one understood me.

Nikolay Kurzenko

 Learning English is very important for me. Speaking 
in English and understanding English will let me 
communicate with other [people], at first with my favorite 
granddaughter because she doesn’t speak Russian. I 
will not have problems with watching American TV and 
movies, with reading books, journals and newspapers. 
Possibly I’ll find a good job and if I speak English I’ll not 
have difficulties doing shopping, visiting the doctor or in 
discussions with anybody. 
 My knowledge of English is enough to use the internet 
and to read and to write email messages. But if I speak 
English better I’ll have less problems in all living situations.

Mo Kam Lee

 I am learning English to improve my ability to use more 
electronic devices. It helps me to use the latest technologies 
like the iPad and iPhone. I can check the weather, news and 
communicate with my friends and send text messages to 
my grandchildren. I can watch more interesting things on 
the internet. So they give me lots of fun and knowledge. 
Since I started to use the iPhone and iPad, my English is 
getting better too. So by improving my English, I live easier 
and happier in this country. 

Chae Young Lim

 My name is Chae Young Lim. I came to the United 
States in February 2017. I worked in Korea and came to 
America all of a sudden. My husband’s assignment in the 
United States made me come here.
 Last year in June, I registered for the [LCNV class at 
the] James Lee Community Center, but it was very difficult 
to learn chapter nine of the book. I worried a lot because I 
felt that it was not easy to speak and write English.
 Kate encouraged me to study English. It was difficult, 
but I went through chapter nine and ten, and learned 
chapters one through four. I got a lot of stresses while I was 
studying, but now it is not as hard as it used to be. 
 I feel a little better now. I keep trying harder to learn. 
 I always thank my teacher for her services.

Yiran (Peter) Liu

 When I came to the US, the first day I didn’t understand 
any English. I couldn’t talk to people; I was nervous. I went 
to a restaurant and the menu was just in English. It didn’t 
have pictures and I didn’t know what they had. My wife 
helped me place the order. Now I can understand the menu. 
I can order food myself. I really like American movies. 
Before I learned English I couldn’t go to the movie theater 
and watch movies because I couldn’t talk to the cashier 
and I didn’t understand the movie’s dialogue. Now I can 
understand about 80% of the movie’s dialogue. Learning 
English improves my life.

Roelio Lopez (Monzon)

 I came to the USA in February 2016. I didn’t know 
anything about English. At that time, everything was very 
complicated. I couldn’t explain what I wanted or needed but 
friends and family gave the advice to learn English. And 
then I started to read books, watch TV and listen to music 
in English. Also, I started to take English class.
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 Now I understand more people; I can order food at the 
restaurant or on the phone. I don’t have any problems when 
I go shopping. 
 English has helped me to be better everywhere in the 
USA.

Lusamba Luntadila

 Learning English has helped me to understand people 
when I go shopping and when I began looking for a job. 
I started working at McDonald’s. I learn new vocabulary 
every week by coming to English class and reading past 
lessons.

Liping Luo

 My name is Liping Luo. Ten years ago, I came from 
China. I spoke Chinese. After I came to the United States, 
my life was different from before. My family moved to 
Virginia ten years ago. We live in Centreville. The United 
States is very different from China. The streets look very 
different. The people sound different. My son was not in 
school. I was unemployed. I needed to find a job.
 I watched TV in English often. I read the newspaper 
sometimes. These have improved my English. Learning 
English has been a great help to me. I found a job as a 
dental assistant. My life is greatly improved. Now my life 
seems easy. My son is fluent in English. He has a good job 
after graduating from college.
 I’m learning English better by taking classes. It will 
make my life and work better.

Tan Nguyen Mac

 In my country I didn’t study English. I came over and 
I’ve started studying since 2017. I know one more language. 
This is the third language. I can practice with my friends or 
study new words and practice.

Alemtschay Mangesha

 My name is Alemtschay and when I started this class 
I didn’t speak English very well. I speak English with my 
family, friends, and neighbors. I get good training from my 
teacher who helps me to buy healthy food. I choose food 
according to how many calories it contains, how much fat, 
whether it is low in fat and sodium, and what the expiration 
date is.
 I want to keep learning English as much as I can. In 
the future when I complete school, I want to work in a 
government office.
 Lastly, Mr. Stan is a very good teacher and I am very 
proud of him because he teaches me well and helps me to 
improve my English. Thanks for everything you do for me.

Maria Elsa Martinez

 I can talk with more people and understand them.
 At my job, customers can speak to me and tell me what 
they need me to do for them.
 I meet new friends who speak English, not just Spanish.
 When I travel, I can speak with people to find places to 
eat and get directions to things that I would like to see. 
 My English has improved so now I can apply to take my 
United States citizenship interview.
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Patricia Membreno

 My name is Patricia. I came to the US in 2005. I am 
married and I have a son. My family is very important to 
me. 
 Learning English has improved my life in many ways. 
When I came to the US I did not know how to speak 
English, but now I can communicate with other people. I 
made new friends, I can help my son with his homework, I 
talk with my son’s teachers, I talk with my boss, and many 
others.
 I would like to be a US citizen and learning English will 
help me to understand the history of the US.
I am happy to [continue] learning English, and I feel able to 
speak another language.

Noemi Mendez

 My life improved by learning English because now I am 
able to learn about a new culture, a new country, new people 
and also I have the opportunity to find a new job without 
speaking just one language. My life also improved because 
I can go to certain places and communicate with others 
without feeling fear of making a mistake. In conclusion, 
now that I know a new language, I’m able to understand and 
enjoy what this country is offering me.

Berthe Charlotte Mengong

 Learning English is making me interact with American 
people. Shopping is easier. If I am sick, I go to the hospital 

and I need English to explain my problem. When I go to a 
restaurant, I can read the menu. If I want to go to another 
state on vacation, I need to use a map to teach me the place 
[that] we go. Sometimes I need to change money at the 
bank. If I need a job, I need to [know] English.

Mohamad Akbar Mohamad Jafar

 I wish for my children to finish school. After that, I 
hope to change my life to be better than now. Right now, I 
help my children when they need it. I go with them to their 
school and talk with their teachers. Also, I help my wife. 
She is very kind and a good woman. She is always paying 
attention to everything and helps me. I am proud of her. I 
like the United States as we are living in peace. I hope my 
family and I can help America and those living here.

Sahro Mohamed

 I am learning English because it’s easier to talk to 
people from other countries. For example, I can talk to the 
doctor or teachers. I speak English to everyone. Learning 
English is important for me. If you speak English, you can 
understand other cultures, for example, American culture. 
Before I started learning English, I didn’t understand 
the people speaking English. For example, I couldn’t 
understand the people on the airplane when I came to 
the USA. But now I feel happy because I understand the 
people speaking English. If you learn English, sometimes 
you find a good job. If you can speak English, you can read 
the children’s lessons. In this country, people are speaking 
English and I can talk to them. I can understand movies, 
TV, and reading history books.
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Samia Mohammed

 I am learning English to communicate with people, 
for example, with my friends and neighbors. I can help my 
son with skills like reading and writing. I learned English 
when I worked in a job. My goal is to know English so when 
I work as a nurse in a hospital, I can help my patients and 
co-workers. I am learning English to develop myself and 
realize my dreams. I am learning English so I will be a good 
speaker.

Ivonne Montalvo

 I have lived in the United States [since I was] nine years 
old. I live in Falls Church, Virginia. I like my neighborhood. 
Learning English is necessary for communicating with my 
friends, my work, [going to the] supermarket, and [talking 
with] more people.

Cesar Morales

 Learning English helps me talk to my friends. It helps 
me at work and talking to my boss and customers. It helps 
me talk to the doctor. Learning English helps me drive.

Marlen Navar

 I came to the United States in 2008 with my husband. 
I remember the first year was very difficult because I did 
not speak any English. I could not communicate with 
anyone in English and my husband always had to help me 
in everything. He told me that I need to go to school and 
learn English. If I don’t speak any English, I will have a big 
problem. I went to the school and I learned basic English. 
Now thanks that I studied, I have my driver’s license. I 
passed my citizenship test. I can go to the doctor and I 
can communicate with more people. I don’t speak perfect 
English but every day I continue [to] study with my classes 
of English. I hope to improve my English and find a good job.

Huong Ngo

 I have a job and I drive my car. 
 I can pay my bills and buy anything.
 I will be an American citizen.
 I will go to Northern Virginia Community College.
 I will be a nurse.

Minh Ngo

 I’ve been in America since 2012. I was from Vietnam. 
On the first day in America, I already had money in my 
pocket and really wanted to buy something but I couldn’t 
because I didn’t know how to speak English. 
 For that very little reason, I realized English is very 
necessary for living in America the rest of my life. You 
know, then you will have friends, will need a job, will have 
money, will have some places that you have to go (banks, 
DMV, hospitals, courthouse, gas stations, market...) and a 
lot of things are necessary. Most importantly, you have a 
responsibility to protect your family.
 And in the future, if you have time and saved money, 
America is a large country and contains a lot of famous 
(beautiful) places to visit, a lot of history and culture to 
learn. There are many people from the other continents that 
you will meet and be able to make as friends.
 So, knowing English will make everything listed above 
easy to solve.
 When you reach this point, you can see that my English 
skill is much better, or at least I was able to stop whenever I 
want and finish this essay.
 And I know, when I reach my goal, it is all thanks to the 
teachers with two courses of English class.
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Natalie Nguyen

 My name is Natalie. I’m from Vietnam. I have lived in 
Annandale, VA, for almost three years with my husband. 
I love America because I live here. That’s why I need to 
learn English. When I’m learning English, it helps me with 
everything. I can go shopping. It’s good for my job and 
to apply for citizenship to become an American. I hope 
that when I have children I can take care [of them] and 
help my children with homework every day. I like to travel 
around the world with my family. I can go to a movie on the 
weekend with my friends in my free time. I like to watch TV, 
listen to music and read the news.
 Now I love my life but I need to study more English. I 
feel happy living in the United States.

Nguyet (Anna) Nguyen

 Before I learned English when I came to the US I 
couldn’t understand the people speaking. I want to learn 
English because I [want to] communicate well with people. 
I need English [when] I go to work. I want to learn English 
so I can go to the supermarket alone, and so I can listen 
and speak well. Now it is very difficult because I don’t listen 
well and speak English well. I will try more in my classroom. 
I think someday [soon] I can listen well and speak better. 
Thank you very much to all the teachers, mostly Valerie and 
Jody.

Trinh Nguyen

 Before I learned English in my new country I didn’t 
understand and didn’t speak, write or listen.
 Now I feel better. I can speak, write and listen a little.
 I can [pay] bills.
 I can read and write a little.
 I can get a driver’s license.
 I can get a license for the nail salon.
 I can make an appointment with the doctor.
 I do well at my job.

 Now I need to learn more English.
 I need to get citizenship.
 In my life I want to understand all the American words.
 English can help me with everything.

Tuyet Nguyen

 The English language is very hard for me. I arrived 
in the United States on October 14, 2017. But life isn’t 
comfortable. I go to the supermarket but it is not easy 
when I want to ask someone for something. I can’t get a 
driver’s license and much more. I’m bored. When I learn 
in class level two, I am pleased with my teachers. They’re 
patient and friendly with their students. Now I can talk 
to my granddaughter. I can read a newspaper. I hope the 
English will help me to find a better job. English helps me to 
communicate with everyone.

Elena Nichipurenko

 I think that learning English makes my life more 
interesting, and it helps me to find new friends from various 
countries. We can communicate because we have learned 
English. English unites us. 
 Now I can read English children’s books with my 
grandson. 
 Learning English is really interesting.
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Samira Nikzad

 I learn English because I need a great job so I can help my 
husband. Yes, I am learning English because I can improve 
myself and understand what people are saying. I can solve my 
problem. Thank you my lovely teacher. I love you, Teacher.

Dania Nogales

 It’s never too late to learn English. I’m from Bolivia. 
I’m 47 years old and for me it is very important to learn 
English because I live in a country where English is 
the first language. I consider myself to be a social and 
communicative person who loves to have a conversation 
anywhere I go or stay with the people around me.
 Also, my husband speaks only English and many times 
I feel bad when we have a conversation and I can’t express 
myself and I don’t understand him. When we have to text 
by phone, I always send short messages.
 Learning English will improve my job and I will have 
better pay.

Nazifa Noori

 I like to speak English for my job and for a better life. 
I can help my children because English is our second 
language. I can travel to different countries and talk with 
people. This is my hope. Thank you.

Orfan Olabi

 I live in the USA so I must learn English language to 
speak with American people and recognize every thing 
around me like shopping centers, banks, traffic signs, 
restaurants and government buildings. Also, I need to learn 
English to get a better job and to communicate with new 
people. My children’s problems in school need me to speak 
English with their teachers. So learning English in the USA 
gives me a new wide field of life and makes it easier to meet 
all my life needs. 

Gaaley Omar

 My name is Gaaley Omar. I am from Somalia. I want 
to learn English because I want to talk to people in the 
community. I live in Alexandria, Virginia. I use English at 
the grocery store and to speak to my friends. I am a citizen 
and I have four children.

Mei Jun Pan

 My family came to the USA. Our English is not good 
but we are thinking about a better life by learning English. 
When I drive the car I listen to the English FM [radio]. 
Sometimes I chat with neighbors. I use an app to learn 
English sometimes. I read my son’s books. Every day I read 
the newspaper. Sometimes I go to English class to learn. I 
believe that my English will improve in the future.

Tahereh Panahinia

 I am 55 years old. I am a single mother. I have two 
daughters. My younger daughter is living with me. She is a 
student. Learning English helps me in my life.
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Kelly Pena

 When I came to the USA, I didn’t understand and didn’t 
speak any English. I couldn’t communicate with other 
people. I felt very frustrated. After a few months I went to 
English class to improve my life. Now I can speak a little 
English and I can communicate with other people. I want to 
continue learning English to improve my life and to find a 
better job. I want to have more time for learning English but 
because of my job I sometimes can’t.
 But I feel good because I understand better every day.

Kelly Pena

 I think every day I am learning English improves my 
life because I come to English class every day and try to 
speak English in my job. Sometimes I read the newspaper or 
magazine, listen to music, watch TV for learning English. I 
want to continue learning English for it improves my life. I 
need to communicate and get a good job to help my family.

Banh Phong

 I came to the United States in 2008. I felt awful because 
I didn’t understand English. I couldn’t go anywhere and do 
anything. But then I went to school to learn English. I got 
a driver’s license and became a good driver. I drove my car 
and went shopping, went to visit my friends, and went to the 
doctor if I needed. English made my life better. After I lived 
in the United States for ten years I became a citizen and 
have a nice job. I feel so happy and wonderful. I am thankful 
to the teachers who teach me and I like the United States.

Narmen Rashid

 Learning English improves my life. It helps me if I go 
to the doctor to feel [better]. Before I was nervous all the 
time because I couldn’t speak English. Now I am so happy. 
I talk to my friends and my neighbors. I can watch TV. I can 
understand and I can read stories in the books. If I need to 
travel now, it is easy for me. I can read my travel times. I can 
ask someone about everything I need.

Blanca Reyes

 English has made my life better in a lot of ways. I can 
help my daughter understand her homework. When she 
asks for help, I can tell her what to do. Learning a new 
language is hard but when I read and write, I get better.
 Learning English has helped me talk to my teacher 
and my daughter’s teacher. I can have a conversation and 
respond back. 

Antonio Rodriguez

 I am Antonio Rodriguez. I am from El Salvador. My 
language is Spanish. I speak English with my daughter. I 
got this American visa to fly to the USA. I arrived 18 years 
ago. I decided to speak English when all the people in my 
job speak English.
 All the time I love to speak English. I know I am 
practicing more on my words with my friends. We don’t 
have anything similar except for a few words. The difficulty 
for me is learning because I speak a little more.
 Now I can speak and can ask anything I want. I am 
looking for work. It is easier for me to fill out applications 
and I can speak with my neighbors in the community and 
in the school. For example, I can ask something about my 
daughter. I can get my driver’s license. 
 For my future, I want to keep on with English class. I 
would like to speak excellent English because I want to get 
my American citizenship. I would like to live here in the 
USA all my life and maybe get a government job.
 We are living in the USA. English is important because 
English is the language all persons speak in the USA. I 
recommend learning English because you get a better job 
if you speak English. We can help friends, family and sons 
and wife with English. Life would be better and all would be 
happy.

Miriam Rosas

 Learning the English language is a responsibility that 
all immigrants have to be part of this great country. English 
gives us many opportunities to get ahead and achieve our 
goals. One of these goals is to give a better future for the 
welfare of our families.
 Personally, learning the English language has been 
the primary basis for me to have achieved my goals: 1) how 
to be a citizen, 2) find a job that meets my expectations 
and where I feel happy and satisfied, 3) communicating in 
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English to express my needs and also my achievements, 
and above all, 4) to be able to thank the people who helped 
me with their English language.
 English will open doors and opportunities for a better 
future of many successes in your life.
 We immigrants decided to come here so it is our 
responsibility to learn the English language to be part of 
this country and to be successful in everything we do. 

Maryam Sadeqi

 English has changed my life a lot. I am able to 
communicate with my colleagues better. English helps me 
learn a lot of new things about this country. With all this 
help, I am able to create a happy life for my family. English 
helps me with a lot of things. I’m really glad that I am 
learning English!

Kyoko Saito

 Learning English is essential to living in the USA. If 
I don’t understand English at all, it might be difficult to 
spend my life here. English has now become the common 
language of several nations in the world. Speaking 
English is the best tool to communicate with people. I’ve 
taken English class at LCNV for one year. I’ve met lots 
of classmates from many other countries. I really enjoy 
studying with them.
 By learning English, I want to do everything by myself 
without needing someone’s help. However, I still need 
to put in a great effort to learn English. I’ve recently felt 
more comfortable watching TV shows and reading books. 
Actually, learning English makes me feel more confident 
and happy. I want to try to have a positive attitude about 
everything. I just want to say to myself, “Don’t be afraid of 
making mistakes. Push my way to a bright future!”

Erika Sanchez

 Before it was hard for me to understand and to explain 
to the doctor the reason for my problems. But since I started 
English it’s much easier for me.
 I can help my daughters with their homework and 
understand what they say on the news.

Gip Sang Di

 I have been in America for a year now. I live here with 
my family of four: my wife, my daughter, my son and me. 
Since I learned English from [my dedicated teacher,] it has 
helped me a lot in my life and work, and I am very thankful 
to the teacher. I love America.

Hiba Siddig

 Learning English improves my life. It helps me to get 
a job, to communicate with neighbors and friends and 
to communicate with my children’s doctors. It helps me 
communicate with my children’s teachers when I go to 
school for a meeting. I can help my children with reading, 
writing and math.

Blanca Soliz

 My name is Blanca Soliz. I am from Bolivia. I close 
my eyes before I write this essay. I close my eyes because 
I want to remember how I felt in my previous years. I 
remember some sentences that I learned in high school in 
my country such as “This is a door.”, “This is a table.”, “My 
name is Blanca.”, etc. I felt in the beginning shy and afraid 
to talk to others because my English was little. Now all is 
different. My job is better, my English is better, even my 
personality is different because I understand, I talk, I read, 
and I write English better. But it is not enough. For this 
reason, I want to continue learning more. I know learning 
a new language when we are adults is more difficult but 
nothing is impossible if you want to improve your English. I 
try every day to keep in my mind the language. I try always 
to see movies and news in English. I take tutoring classes 
once a week with a wonderful woman and I want to say to 
LCNV thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to 
know my tutor Dorothy. Thank you!
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Hyung Song

 My purpose in learning English is I want to look for a 
good job. My English was a little bit but now [I’m learning 
more] English. I want practical English more than grammar. 
LCNV provides good teaching for me. Thank you.

Jose Antonio Sorto

 English is my second language and it has improved my 
life. One way English has improved my life is that I can talk 
with and understand other people. Now I have a better job 
and I earn more money. 
 Another way English has improved my life is that now I 
can read important things. For example, I can read the sign 
on the streets.
 English helped me a lot. Now I can read the signs on 
the streets. I can understand what people say to me. I have 
a better job, and I can read important documents. These are 
the things that English has helped me with.

Muzlefa Suleman

 English helps make my life better when I go to the 
doctor. When I first came to the USA my life was difficult 
because I did not speak English. Others and LCNV are 
helping me to improve my Engish with speaking and 
writing, which will help me to pass my US Citizenship class.

Maria Sullcahuaman

 Hello, my name is Maria. I am 58 years old. I am from 
Peru. I am a teacher of children in Peru. Now, I am visiting 
my three daughters. They study in NOVA. While shopping 
on Saturdays and Sundays, I realized the importance of 
speaking English to communicate with people at stores and 
supermarkets. English is important to communicate with 
my family, neighbors and friends of my daughters coming 
[to our home]. I am studying at LCNV and I am happy 
because it helps me feel better.

Tao Sun

 I have begun to learn English again at [LCNV] James 
Lee since fall 2017. Before I came to [LCNV], my English 
was poor. For example, in my son’s school when I spoke 
with the teachers, I needed help from friends who did the 
translation. At the baseball field, I didn’t understand what 
the coaches and umpires said when my son played in the 
baseball tournaments. In my life, I need to buy different 
types of insurance for cars, houses and health for members 
of my family but I didn’t understand their policies.
 Fortunately, there are many excellent teachers [at 
LCNV] at the James Lee Community Center. They are Mrs. 
Susannah, Mrs. Clare, Mrs. Ellen, Mrs. Elena, Mrs. Gail, and 
Mr. Chris (also, there are many teachers that I don’t know 
their name). Their professionalism, their patience, and 
their warmth helps me truly improve my English listening, 
reading and writing. They are the best teachers whom I 
have met in my life.
 Today, after a few months, I can make simple 
communication with the teachers in my son’s school and 
can answer questions from my son’s teachers. During 
baseball tournaments, I can ask someone “which inning?” 
or “what’s the score?”. At home, I can read and understand 
insurance policies. 
 I will continue to study English. I have twin girls. 
They are only 18 months now and I hope I can teach them 
English.
 Learning English gives me power and happiness. 
Thanks to all the teachers! Thanks to [LCNV]!

Linh Sy

 My name is Linh.
 I came to America with my family.
 My family [has] four people: my husband, my daughter 
and my son, and me.
 When I first came to America I did not know a word of 
English.
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 Since I studied at this school I found my English has 
improved and it has helped me in life.
 My teacher helps me with English and everything. I 
want to say thank you very much!

Hamut Tahir
Learning English Has Improved My Life

 Our family arrived in the United States in August, 2017. 
My wife and I started learning English [through LCNV] at 
the James Lee Community Center in October. We live in 
the United States so we must [learn to speak] English very 
well. We need to live here, we need to work here, and we 
need to nurture the children here.
 [When I] first came to the United States, I did not speak 
English and I needed my friends to help me. But now I 
can use simple English. I feel very good and say to myself, 
“don’t worry - step by step.” I believe that my English will be 
good.

Maryam Tahmourespoor

 Before I learned English I couldn’t speak English 
or write a letter or listen to TV and radio. Now I feel I 
understand better than before. 
 I want to live in the USA and I must learn English. I can 
speak with different people in the USA. I can help my child 
to write homework. I want to find a good job in the USA. I 
like to travel the world and must learn English very well. I 
hope I can speak English very well. Thank you.

Alejandrina Tejada-Gutierrez
Learning English Improves My Life

 My life has improved by successfully learning English 
as a second language. The Literacy Council of Northern 
Virginia has taught me how to speak, how to write and how 
to read.
 When I came to [the] United States, I was very happy. 
At the same time I was in a big problem because I lacked 
English skills.
 The first time I took English class in Northern Virginia 
Community College, the teacher gave us a grammar book. 
Then she started reading the book and I didn’t understand 
anything at all. At that moment, I was totally confused. I felt 
so bad. I was in the wrong room. That class was too high a 
level for me.
 The Literacy Council of Northern Virginia is where 

I took English class many times and I have improved 
tremendously.
 Before, I couldn’t read. Now I can read books like 
president’s history (Abraham Lincoln, George Washington), 
magazines, newspapers and children’s books.
 Before, I couldn’t write. Now I can write complaint 
letters to the bank. I love to write letters to the President. 
The first time I sent a Christmas card to President George 
W. Bush, he answered me. I was so happy. I also wrote 
letters to the Senators and Congress. Some have answered 
me.
 Before, I couldn’t speak. Now I can communicate with 
my boss, American people and wherever I go. I could 
translate [to] help my friends.
 My life has changed and progress[ed]:
 I got my driver’s license. Now I can drive to my job.
 I became a US citizen and I can vote.
 I took two years of class at the Career Center school 
in Arlington in child development. I got a child care 
certificate. I got a new job.
 English is not easy to learn fast because I am still 
struggling in pronunciation. In reading, there are a lot of 
vocabulary [words] in English and writing is difficult.
 Thanks to LCNV [who] provides me a tutor, Pam 
DiRamio. She is a wonderful person and patient with me. 
We meet at the main library in Arlington on Saturday. I am 
learning and enjoy it a lot.
 I am reading histories from “Challenger #8”.
 I will continue to study English as a second language.
 Thanks a million to the Literacy Council of Northern 
Virginia!

Fikertemariam Teklehaimanot

 Learning English improves my life because I am able 
to help customers that come to my church store. I am able 
to tell them about the church clothes, Bibles, books and 
jewelry. I am also able to tell them how much something 
costs and give them their change. Learning English also 
changed my life because I am able to go to the store and 
buy food, clothes and things that I need.

Semainesh Tesfaghiorghis

 Learning English improved my life in many ways, 
now that I can communicate with the outside world easier, 
without struggling. Communicating was always a struggle 
for me since I arrived in the United States. As soon as I 
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heard about this English program, I wanted to register as 
soon as possible. Thanks to Ms. Martin and Ms. Hill’s help I 
have improved a lot, especially in communicating.
 One of the reasons I believe that learning English 
improved my life is because I noticed myself reading a 
lot which helped me in many ways, mostly while grocery 
shopping. Grocery shopping needs a lot of reading. English 
isn’t a big part where I came from, mostly everything is 
written in my native language. Attending English class 
helped me improve reading and even pronouncing words 
correctly.
 Learning English improved my life because I struggled 
a lot understanding what people were saying to me in 
English and usually I would use my daughter to come and 
interpret for me. Learning English was one of the difficulties 
I faced because of the years that I haven’t been at school. 
 Thanks to the teachers, I improved a lot.

Hong Tam Tran

 Before I learned English I didn’t [listen] and talk. It 
made me afraid when I went outside. Now I feel confident 
because I can talk to people I meet. That confidence helps 
me speak better at my job. Learning English also helps me 
understand what the doctor says and with reading medicine 
instructions. I can read the news every day, and answer and 
send text messages and emails. Especially I can understand 
the laws and my rights to become a good citizen.
 Now I’m really happy after I’ve learned English because 
I can do anything I want. Thank you to the teachers who 
teach me a lot of things. This helps me to have a better life.

Doan Trang

 I was born and grew up in Vietnam. I have lived here 
since December 2011. When I came to the United States 
I did not know English. I did not speak or understand 
English. Even when I went outside, I was very nervous and 
scared when I was face to face with Americans because 
I was scared that they would ask me [a question] and I 
[wouldn’t be able to] answer what they asked. Finally I 
thought that I should study English [so that] I will be 
able to communicate with everyone. Right now I am more 
confident and I know a little English.
 I think that studying English has helped me. For 
example, I can speak and understand English much better. 
In September, 2016 I applied for the citizenship test, and 
on April 4th, 2017 I became a US citizen. I felt happy when 

I became a US citizen. Although I know a little English, I 
want to learn [to speak] English better. I think that a second 
language is very difficult for me. If I learn [to speak] English 
better, I think that I will get a better job and my life will be 
better.

Mai Tu

 I am going to English class to [learn to] speak fluently. 
My English is not very good so I am afraid to talk [in case] 
someone will not understand [me]. 
 I can now speak better English, and [want to] thank my 
teachers Corrie, Sue, and Oscar. I learned a lot in class.

Salih Tuzunoglu

 I feel fine at work. I like my job and co-workers. I try to 
practice English at work.
 I like my family. I always have a good time with my 
child. She hasn’t started school yet because she is three 
years old. I hope to learn to speak better English so I can 
talk to her teachers when she starts school.

Cu Vuong

 I have lived in the United States for eight months since 
I moved here from Vietnam. Learning English is hard but 
I want to learn because it makes my life better. Before I 
started studying English in the United States, I couldn’t 
ask the bus driver for directions or talk to my neighbors. I 
couldn’t make a new friend if they didn’t speak Vietnamese. 
I was unable to ask how to do tasks for my jobs. But since I 
have learned English at Woodrow Wilson Library [LCNV] 
taught by Lauren and two more teachers, my English has 
improved a lot. Now I can ask people for help if I don’t know 
something and I can make more friends anywhere, anytime 
if they know and understand English. I’m very confident 
communicating with people and my neighbors. Most 
importantly, I can solve my problems by myself. Finally, 
thanks for the class.
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Huy Vuong

 Hi Everyone. My name is Huy. I come from Vietnam. I 
have been in the United States for five months. My biggest 
obstacle going to the US was not knowing English. I 
heard people say, “I don’t understand,” so I started to learn 
English. I went to James Lee [LCNV]. Every day I learn one 
to two words and watch TV to understand [more words]. 
After a while I [still] don’t [speak English well,] but I know 
many more words, and watching TV makes [English] more 
understandable. Talking with friends is also better. After a 
while at school, I also improved my English for life.

Phuong Vuu

 My name is Phuong. I arrived in the United States from 
Vietnam five years ago. I knew that I had a lot of work to do 
to improve my English so that I could find a job. 
 I have been taking English classes since June 2015 at 
LCNV James Lee. Before I came here I did not understand 
English when people were talking with me. I was scared 
to go out on the street. Now I feel happier than [before]. I 
think that I will have to learn English for a long time. I want 
to achieve something, and I want to see myself be better at 
English in the future for my life. 
 I’d like to thank all the teachers at [LCNV] James Lee.

Mado Wadimwena

 Learning English is still challenging for me. As a 
French speaker, it is not easy for me to learn new words 
and to be familiar with them. In the beginning, it was very 
difficult for me, but now I can communicate a little bit with 
American people in my community. I can go shopping 
by myself. I can do my errands without looking for any 
help. Learning English has been a benefit for me and I 
keep learning it to improve my communication skills. Out 
of school, I practice my English by watching movies or 
reading books.

Hajira Waziry

 My name is Hajira and I am from Afghanistan. I have 
lived in the United States for two years and have been 
learning English for three months. English improves my 
life because I can express my problems with learning the 
language to my classmate who speaks Ethiopian.

Mulugeta Yimam

 Learning English has improved my life very much. I 
don’t work now. But with my family, I am more independent 
and I can do things by myself. I don’t have contact with 
my child’s teacher because I don’t speak English very well. 
My wife contacts my child’s teacher because she speaks 
English well. In my community, I have understanding in 
conversation. Sometimes, I try to talk to my child’s teachers 
when I pick him up from school but it is too difficult for me 
to talk. When I learn better English, I can talk to the teacher 
myself. 

LCNV learners utilize technology in the classroom.
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Volunteers of the Year

     
Margaret Breen and Laura Schell

 Instructors are the foundation of LCNV’s programs, serving as role models and advocates for their learners. The 
teaching team of Margaret Breen and Laura Schell has been a constant presence in LCNV’s Lincolnia Senior Center 
classes for eight years, helping learners in a plethora of ways. Margaret and Laura have had great success teaching LCNV 
learners. When a new semester begins, LCNV volunteers and learners alike ask if they will be working with Margaret and 
Laura again. Margaret and Laura have provided strong support for several instructors new to LCNV’s Lincolnia Senior 
Center classes, helping them to learn the nuances of the site. They have served as passionate advocates for their learners, 
assisting students who need additional volunteer support and foundational reading skills. Margaret and Laura are not 
just advocates for their students, but for LCNV as a whole, going above and beyond to support other instructors, and to 
bring in more volunteers to the LCNV community. Combined, Margaret and Laura have contributed nearly 2,500 hours 
of volunteer time while at LCNV. At the heart of any class site is a teacher who sees learner after learner, and change after 
change for years on end. Margaret and Laura have become indelibly tied to the success of LCNV’s Lincolnia Senior Center 
class site, and we are grateful for their unending contributions to adult literacy. 

Sally Eckard and Bruce Miller
 An LCNV Librarian is a volunteer from the community, often with a professional background in library science. 
Librarians operate fairly independently, maintaining LCNV’s collection of titles and interacting with a variety of 
stakeholders who seek books and information. Librarians also develop policies, procedures, signage, and blog posts. 
LCNV’s library team of Sally Eckard and Bruce Miller have achieved many goals, and are committed to ensuring that 
LCNV’s library remains an important resource for the instructor community. Sally and Bruce implemented the Tiny Cat 
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online library catalogue system, making book tracking easier and more accessible, and helped implement LCNV’s special 
collections in the library. As true subject matter experts, Sally and Bruce dutifully track book usage, advising LCNV staff 
on book and resource needs. They are always willing to speak with new volunteers about the ins-and-outs of using the 
library and co-created a scavenger hunt to orient instructor training participants to the library. Together, Sally and Bruce 
have given over 1,200 hours of volunteer time to LCNV. Their hard work helps us all value the role of the LCNV library in 
our work. 

Douglas “Kim” Lutz
 Douglas “Kim” Lutz has a keen eye for detail and is attentive to his students and the people around him. Behind his 
perceptive eyes is a caring person who wants to help his students learn to their full potential in any way he can. Kim often 
seeks out advice from LCNV staff, visits the LCNV library for supplemental materials, and uses quarterly reports to share 
his students’ achievements and challenges. He has given over 600 hours of volunteer time to LCNV. One of Kim’s students 
has been working with Kim since 2009. Kim is a perfect example of a volunteer fully dedicated to LCNV’s vision of a 
community empowered by the ability to read, write, speak, and understand English, and we are grateful for Kim’s years of 
service with LCNV.

Want to learn more about volunteering with LCNV? Contact 
volunteers@lcnv.org or call (703) 237-0866 x116.

Volunteer Service Anniversaries
15 Years
Kathleen Nebhut | Dianne Rankin | Judith Sapienza 

10 Years
Rob Abbot | Renee Dexter | Kristen Landry | Jeffrey Randorf | Lynne Sprung  

5 Years
Michael Carpenter | Liz Castillo | Eleftheria Frances | Alyse Goldman | Donna Kooperstein | Bruce Miller |  
Dahlia Orleans-Pobee | Fran Perros | Paul Schoen | Nancy Simmons | Robert Sutter | Gary Voegele 
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Outstanding Instructor Recognitions
Each year, LCNV learners are invited to thank their instructors by nominating them for an 
Outstanding Instructor Recogntion. LCNV thanks every instructor for their hard work, and 
for their dedication and passion for adult literacy in Northern Virginia. Enjoy these words 
straight from our learners.

INSTRUCTOR: Tawfiq Ahmad
STUDENT: Bibi Malika

 My teacher is working hard with his 
students. The reason I recommend Mr. Tawfiq 
Ahmad is he speaks our local language.

INSTRUCTOR: Tawfiq Ahmad
STUDENT: Maria Yolibeth Izaguirre Mejia

 He is a good teacher. He has patience with 
the students. He is a responsible person.

INSTRUCTOR: Tawfiq Ahmad
STUDENT: Tamina Hashemi

 My teacher is nice and kind. He is very patient 
with all students. He is always encouraging us 
about the lesson. He is truthful in his job.

INSTRUCTOR: Clare Anderson
STUDENT: Chae Young Lim

 I recommend Clare for a teacher recognition. 
I like your outgoing personality and bright smile. 
Sometimes I thank you for teaching me freely and 
teaching me how to understand. Maybe they will be 
able to understand you faster, be less nervous, and have 
fun learning from you. I like it because it makes even 
the students feel comfortable. Thank you very much.

INSTRUCTOR: Carol Ashworth
STUDENT: Shirley Doswell

 I want to recognize my English tutor. Her name 
is Ms. Carol Ashworth. She has been an outstanding 
English tutor. I really appreciate what she has done 
for me to work on improving my English. I am very 
lucky and thankful to her and this great organization, 
Literacy Council of Northern Virginia because it has 
had an important impact on my life. Ms. Carol is a very 
professional English tutor. I know that she loves to 
teach and has a passion for teaching. Again, thank you. 
I really appreciate all your help. Best regards, Shirley.

INSTRUCTOR: Margaret Breen
STUDENT: Hiba Siddig

 My teacher deserves to be recognized for many reasons. 
First of all, she is very helpful and highly qualified. She 
has a special way of making difficult things easier and 
well understood for us. She made me feel confident when 
I use English inside and outside classes. She never gets 
upset with our tons of questions or mistakes. In addition, 
she is so funny and makes English classes interesting. 
I highly recommend her for teacher recognition.

INSTRUCTOR: Margaret Breen
STUDENT: Samia Mohammed

 I am writing this letter to recognize my teacher 
Margaret. She is very good at her teaching. She helps teach 
in the class. When she is teaching, [we are] comfortable 
and laughing and at the same time learning English. 
I thank you for teaching me. I wish you happiness.

INSTRUCTOR: Kathy Brooks
STUDENT: Fereja Gamin

 She deserves to be recognized because she helped 
me learn and write English. Ms. Kathy is super nice and 
smart. She is mostly fair to everyone and that is why she 
deserves to be recognized. Thank you very much Ms. Kathy.

INSTRUCTOR: Kathy Brooks
STUDENT: Najla Ismail

 I love all my teachers the same. I like Kathy and the 
way she teaches because I understand her more. I like 
how active she is. She is always there whenever you ask 
for her help. I recommend Kathy for teacher recognition 
although Sharon and Maria are also very friendly teachers. 
I see all my teachers the same. They help me very much.

INSTRUCTORS: Kathy Brooks, Sharon 
Steen, Maryanne Knockenhauer
STUDENT: Amel Ahmed

 I have three beautiful teachers. I love them so much 
and I wish them all the best in their lives. Protect them, 
my God. I learn a lot of things from my teachers beside 



31

English. They teach me respect, patience, liberality, and 
love. I won’t forget them for all my life. With my love, Amel.

INSTRUCTORS: Kathy Brooks, Sharon 
Steen, Maryanne Knockenhauer
STUDENT: Fatima Eljamai

 To my dear teachers I bring the most sincere 
and wonderful feelings because I love and will 
not forget what you did for me. I have all the 
love, respect, and appreciation for you.
 Thank you again for everything you’ve done.

INSTRUCTORS: Kathy Brooks, Sharon 
Steen, Maryanne Knockenhauer
STUDENT: Mohamad Akbar

 Since winter of 2017 I come to English class and 
my teachers helped me a lot. They are very kind 
and dear. From that time I had three teachers.
 Ms. Kathy is a very kind teacher. She is very friendly 
towards her students. She does a great job responding 
to our questions. She is a hard working teacher.
 Ms. Sharon is very attentive to her students’ 
learning. She is very patient. She is very helpful. 
She makes sure her students learn the lesson.
 Ms. Maryanne makes sure the students understand the 
assignment. She is very welcoming and thoughtful. She is 
very generous and only wants the best for her students.
 I like my teachers as they are friendly and lovely.

INSTRUCTOR: Stan Citron
STUDENT: Mariam Khalid

 Stan helps all of his students. He is very respectful 
and doesn’t rush his students. He makes you enjoy 
learning. I have learned a lot from being in his classroom. 
His teaching is effective. He deserves to be recognized 
because he deserves it and works his hardest to teach us.

INSTRUCTORS: Stan Citron, Jean Hellwege
STUDENT: Bach Mai Nguyen

 Our teachers deserve to be recognized.
 The first I want to talk about is Mr. Stan. He is 
very devoted with us. For example, when he teaches us 
something new but we didn’t understand, he tried to 
explain clearly for us. He always teaches us usable lessons.
 The second I want to talk about is Mrs. Jean. She 
is a good teacher too. She helps us every time when we 
need help. We are very happy to study with them.

INSTRUCTOR: Gina Cooper
STUDENT: Magalie Baptiste

 She is my teacher and very good. Both are very 
good and I like them so much. Gina and Jane are 

very, very good. They are nice instructors.

INSTRUCTOR: Gina Cooper
STUDENT: Nancy Cifuentes

 My teacher is very happy and has a lot of patience. 
She teaches us in fun ways. It is punctual in the hour 
the classes start and punctual when the classes finish. 
 I really liked this experience. Also, the other 
teachers have been very good and patient. They 
have helped us a lot. I thank you very much. I 
want the classes to be held more days a week.

INSTRUCTOR: Gina Cooper
STUDENT: Thuy Thi Thanh Nguyen

 She is a good teacher. She is funny and has 
enthusiasm. I like Gina, Jane, and Kate as teachers.

INSTRUCTOR: Marcy Dilworth
STUDENT: Young Ja Heo

 Hi. My name is Young. She (Marcy) is very kind and 
knows what I need to study. When I meet her, she prints 
out study material and is always prepared for me. I feel 
like I’m getting better at English and I am very thankful.
 I love her a lot and I wish to see her for a long time.

INSTRUCTOR: Pam DiRamio
STUDENT: Alejandrina Tejada-Gutierrez

 I nominate Pam DiRamio for a tutor achievement 
award because she is such a great teacher. With her I am 
improving my reading, speaking, pronunciation, grammar 
and comprehension. In the book “Challenger Level 8”, Pam 
explains to me paragraph by paragraph, especially when I 
am reading. I am learning many new vocabulary words. She 
explains to me the meaning of the word so that I understand 
better. Also she corrects me on my pronunciation.
 We meet Saturdays at the main Arlington library from 
10:00-12:00pm. 
 Thank you a million times to LCNV for providing me 
Pam as a tutor. She is such a wonderful person and teacher.
 God bless you!

INSTRUCTOR: Dorothy Egbert
STUDENT: Blanca Soliz

 I know everybody is different. I know everybody 
has special skills. I know everybody has special things 
inside their heart. But my teacher Dorothy is unique. She 
is amazing. She gives me confidence to speak English. 
Dorothy shows me different ways to say things properly in 
English. She teaches me how to write and read adequately. 
My teacher has a lot of patience when she meets with 
me. Dorothy is very smart. She is not just my teacher, 
she is my friend too. I learn a lot from her. She is a great 
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example as a person and she is my hero. Thank you to 
the Literacy Council of Northern Virginia for giving me 
Dorothy as a tutor, and thank you Dorothy for everything.

INSTRUCTOR: Lori Farnsworth
STUDENT: Yodit Kassa

 Lori’s very good at multitasking. She 
is both a helper and also teaches.

CHILDREN’S INSTRUCTOR: Nancy Flores
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee

 Nancy Flores deserves to be recognized because 
she is a kind and dedicated children’s teacher. Nancy 
is always on time for class despite working all night 
before coming to school. She is always ready to work 
with our children with kindness and generosity.

INSTRUCTOR: Doris Garlock
STUDENT: Kyunghee Kim

 My teacher is Doris. She is a good person because 
she always considers others before herself. I have a 
fun class with her because she teaches pronunciation, 
grammar, and common English. Also when I tell her 
my work stories with my clients, she tells me what I 
should and shouldn’t do to my clients. That is because 
I do not know a lot about American culture. I like 
her so much that she makes me feel comfortable.

INSTRUCTOR: Savannah Hill
STUDENT: Yodit Kassa

 Savannah is a very good teacher. She knows what 
she is talking about and she helps other students.

INSTRUCTOR: Stephanie Hossfeld
STUDENT: Antonio Rodrigues

 I think she is a nice person and is a responsible 
teacher. She was here all the time in class. We 
learn so much with her. She never forgot her 
job with us. Stephanie is doing a good job.

INSTRUCTOR: Mary Kalfatovic
STUDENT: Tidar Zirari

 Mary is very good and she helps me with everything. 
My English is very good now. When I was in Morocco, 
I never went to school. Mary showed me how to 
read, write, and speak English. Mary is nice and she 
is my friend. She is the best teacher. Thank you.

INSTRUCTOR: Jan Martin
STUDENT: Yodit Kassa

 Jan is a very nice teacher. She knows how 
to help and teach students and she has good 
patience. Her connection with students is good, 
she never gets tired, and she is hard working.

CLASS AIDE: Sandra Mejia
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee

 Sandra Mejia is an outstanding class aide. A member 
of the English class at Crestwood Elementary School 
for many years, Sandra has always been helpful to her 
fellow students. Sandra is skilled at using computers and 
the cell phone to practice English, and she has helped 
many Spanish speaking students to access Cell-Ed 
instruction using their phones. This semester, Sandra 
has shown leadership through encouraging students 
to take advantage of our classroom library in order to 
practice English on days when there is no English class. 
Although she has participated in our field trips to the 
Plum Center and to the Richard Byrd Library many times, 
Sandra is always enthusiastic about these excursions, 
and she always helps students learn how to use library 
facilities to help them develop their English proficiency.

INSTRUCTOR: Richard Morton
STUDENT: Soraya Saadat

 My teacher deserves to be recognized because 
he is wonderful. He has helped me to speak English 
better and he speaks nicely to me. My English is 
better because he helps me. He always smiles and 
asks about my problems. Sometimes I am sick.

INSTRUCTOR: Tri Ngo
STUDENT: Julia Moncada

 Mr. Tri is a wonderful teacher. He is very friendly, 
happy, and has a lot of patience with us. Mr. Tri is punctual 
and a responsible teacher. He can repeat the same sentence 
many times until everybody understands it. Our learning 
environment is efficient and we make a really good team 
in the classroom. Our group is exciting and every week 
we are waiting for more fun and knowledge in class. I 
want to say thanks to our teacher’s assistant Phil.

INSTRUCTOR: Tri Ngo
STUDENT: Sergio Sanchez

 Mr. Tri is a wonderful teacher. I have learned a lot 
from him. He has a lot of patience with his students. 
Mr. Tri always answers our questions. I enjoy coming to 
class. I would take another class with him in the future.
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INSTRUCTOR: Martin Obeng
STUDENT: Mariam Khalid

 Martin helped me learn how to read and write. 
He is very nice and loves to teach. He takes his time 
teaching. He cares about us learning. He deserves 
to be recognized because he teaches really well.

INSTRUCTOR: Susannah O’Donnell
STUDENT: Chae Young Lim

 The teacher is nice to lead you so that you can follow 
in class. Please teach us to pronounce again. Let me repeat 
the meanings and pronunciations of difficult words. Please 
prepare exercise questions to understand grammar well. 
It is really good to teach difficult grammar over and over 
again. It’s so nice to have a nice teaching experience. 
Thank you very much for always doing us a favor.

INSTRUCTORS: Susannah O’Donnell, Clare Anderson
STUDENT: Marlen Navar

 I want to give a recognition to Miss Susannah and 
Clare for all that they have taught me. They are nice and 
friendly and always want to help me. I want to say thank you 
because they have a lot of patience with me when there is 
something I don’t understand. I ask many times and they 
always give me an answer. Now I can speak and understand 
more in English thanks to them. They do a very good job.

INSTRUCTORS: Susannah O’Donnell, Clare Anderson
STUDENT: Patricia Membreno

 I recommend Susannah and Clare because they 
are excellent teachers and always are responsive 

to us. If we have any questions, they do the best to 
leave enough time to clearly answer any questions. I 
am happy to be in this class. They have been giving 
excellent classes. I would like them to be recognized 
for an excellent job. These teachers are amazing.

INSTRUCTORS: Susannah O’Donnell, Clare Anderson
STUDENT: Phuong Vuu

 I would like the teachers Susannah and Clare 
to be recognized because their teaching has been 
flexible and patient. They help me with everything in 
class and to do homework when I don’t understand. 
Our teachers are very friendly with students. I very 
much thank all teachers in level three. I promise to try 
studying English very well. This is why I think teachers 
Susannah and Clare deserve to be recognized.

INSTRUCTORS/AIDES: Susannah O’Donnell, 
Clare Anderson, Chris Wollenberg, Elena 
Gonzalez, Sallie Casto, Ellen Morgenstern
STUDENT: Sara Hajelamin

 I feel a lot of gratitude, love, and thanks. My teachers 
were wonderful, helpful, and kind to us, and easily happy 
to communicate information. My friend and I were in 
the class together. We have improved very well by the 
end of the semester. I feel confident talking to strangers 
and my husband felt a change in my language. 
 I would like to extend my special thanks and gratitude 
to Susannah. She was more than wonderful in teaching, 
dealing with us, clarifying, and explaining to us. You have 
all the affection, love, thanks, and gratitude to all teachers.

LCNV instructors and staff teach about different holiday and cultural traditions in America.
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INSTRUCTOR: Jackie Park
STUDENT: Maria Clavos

 The teacher Jackie is very good. She is worried 
about how much we are learning and she uses different 
things to teach us. I have a better understanding and 
better knowledge because of her class. She is recognized 
by her students because her classes are nice.

INSTRUCTOR: Jackie Park
STUDENT: Noemi Mendez

 My teacher deserves to be recognized because she’s 
qualified and she’s very good at her job. I like how she 
uses different resources to teach us, she helps us a lot, 
worries about how much we are learning, and gives her 
best efforts to make us understand the topics. My English 
has improved a lot with her classes because now I’m able 
to communicate with people in this country. I have a better 
understanding and a better knowledge about this language.

INSTRUCTOR: Jackie Park
STUDENT: Samira Nikzad

 My dear teacher is very friendly. My good 
teacher, you have done so much. I’m writing and 
reading. You are very honest. I taught you through 
the conversation. I like my professors: Jackie 
Jan {dear one} and Khatera Jan {dear one}. 
 You are kind. You are sweet. Be always successful.

INSTRUCTOR: Lauren Ressue
STUDENT: Roelio Lopez

 I recognize her for being a very good teacher 
because when I came the first time, I did not know 
anything about English. She has helped me with 
many things like spelling and grammar. 
 I have been studying three times with her and 
I’ve realized that she is very good at teaching. I really 
appreciate that you have helped me. Thanks for everything 
and I hope you keep teaching more students.

INSTRUCTOR: Enebish Sanran
STUDENT: Mo Kam Lee

 I am so glad to recognize my tutor Enebish Sanran 
to be a great English teacher. She is nice, friendly, and 
responsible. She has high and excellent skills and is a 
special teacher. She has very well organized ideas to teach 
English. We meet once a week and continue with the book 
“Challenger 7”. Besides, she picks famous history books 
with CDs to share with me. I can listen and learn more 
great things for my life. Since having this wonderful teacher 
my English has improved a lot. I thank you very much.

CHILDREN’S INSTRUCTOR: Mirna Solis
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee

 Mirna Solis deserves to be recognized because of her 
dedication to the children who participate in our program 
along with their parents. Mirna is always a loving, attentive 
teacher with whom the children have a strong affectionate 
bond. She prepares engaging activities for the children 
to enjoy in each class. We are very fortunate to have a 
children’s teacher like Mirna to work with our children.

INSTRUCTORS: Sharon Steen, Maryanne Knockenhauer
STUDENT: Fereja Gamin

 Sharon and Maryanne deserve to be recognized because 
they helped me learn English and helped me with reading, 
writing, and listening. Thank you Sharon and Maryanne.

CLASS AIDE: Mai Truong
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee

 Mai Truong has been an outstanding aide in our 
English class this semester. Mai is a dedicated English 
learner, and she communicates her enthusiasm for 
learning to all our students. Mai is a parent who knows the 
importance of helping her own children develop literacy 
through reading and writing at home. She has done very 
nice work with her teenage son to illustrate stories. I am 
proud to have had Mai as an aide in our English class, 
and I strongly believe she is worthy of recognition.

A pronunciation exercise in LCNV’s Destination 
Workforce® program for refugees in the 

City of Alexandria.
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INSTRUCTOR: Gail Wolf
STUDENT: Christiana Addy

 My teacher deserves to be recognized because she is a 
good teacher. She teaches us so we understand. Any time 
she encourages us so that it makes me and my life improve.

INSTRUCTOR: Chris Wollenberg
STUDENT: Abir Esmeel

 I will be talking about Chris as a teacher. First 
of all, I choose Mr. Chris because he is friendly and 
works very hard for us. Next, he has experience 
to teach students very well. Also, he spends his 
time with us. Finally, I wish him a happy life.

INSTRUCTOR: Chris Wollenberg
STUDENT: Chae Young Lim

 Chris is very passionate in the conversation 
class. He’s trying to give you one more piece of 
information. When the volunteer teachers teach, he 
looks into the paper shortages. Sometimes, he adds a 
few short explanations. He answers the students well 
and encourages them when they ask questions.
 Thank you for your careful consideration.

INSTRUCTOR: Chris Wollenberg
STUDENT: Mui Chong

 Thanks for all your patience teaching us. I am 
thankful and appreciate all your efforts. I love to learn 
English but because my memory is bad, I can’t learn 
and memorize much. But I still tried very hard.

CLASS AIDE: Farhana Zaman
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee

 It is my pleasure to recommend Farhana Zaman for 
recognition as a class aide. Farhana has been an inspiring 
and enthusiastic member of our Family Learning class 
during Spring Semester 2018. Farhana enjoys learning and 
participating in classroom experiences, and she consistently 
gives good examples as she shares with students who 
are developing proficiency in English. Farhana is a 
wonderful teacher, and we hope that she will be able to 
return to our classroom to help us again next September.

LCNV’s Destination Workforce® class at the Centreville Labor Resource Center offers 
Guest Service Gold® credentialing. 
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Outstanding Student Recognitions
LCNV’s adult English language learners come from 95 different countries and speak 54 
different languages. LCNV’s instructors have the opportunity to celebrate some of these 
remarkable learners with these Outstanding Student Recognitions.

STUDENT: Christiana Addy
INSTRUCTORS: Elizabeth Nelson and Gail Wolf

 Christiana has been an outstanding student at the 
[LCNV class at the] Korean Community Service Center for 
two sessions. We are amazed at the progress she has made. 
Although she has a long commute to the class by bus - 
including a bus transfer - her attendance has been excellent. 
She is brave and diligent. Because her speaking and 
listening skills are very good, she was enrolled in a level 
three class - but it was clear that her reading and writing 
skills were not sufficient for this level. Fortunately, our class 
aides and tutor were able to provide the personal attention 
she needed to help her succeed in greatly improving in 
these areas. It is an incredible achievement to learn how to 
read and write in a second language as an adult who never 
learned these skills in her native language. She is especially 
admired for maintaining her sense of humor, even when she 
makes a mistake. With her outgoing personality and hard 
work she seems well on the way to achieving any goal she 
sets for herself.

STUDENT: Christiana Addy
CLASS TUTOR: Lisa Wild

 I was assigned to Christiana as her personal class tutor 
for the current Spring Session, so I got to know her very well. 
I agree that she is an outstanding student. It is an incredible 
achievement to learn how to read and write in a second 
language as an adult who never learned these skills in her 
native language. She is brave and diligent and deserves 
commendation! I especially admire her for maintaining her 
sense of humor, even when she makes a mistake.

STUDENT: Heba Al Bashiereh
INSTRUCTORS: Lisa Trangsrud and Betty Rasmussen

 Heba Al Bashiereh deserves to be recognized as an 
outstanding student in our ESL Writing Skills class. She had 
perfect attendance and always came prepared to class. Heba 
completed homework assignments and often went beyond 
an assignment to write extra paragraphs for practice. She 
challenged herself in her writing by including interesting 
details and advanced vocabulary. Heba welcomed feedback 
on her writing and worked diligently to correct and learn 
from her errors. 
 In addition, Heba added greatly to the class by helping 

other students in a kind and patient way. Her attitude and 
participation in class were always positive. Heba has made a 
lasting impression because of her hard work and dedication 
to learning.

STUDENT: Saladoh Ali
INSTRUCTOR: Stephanie Hossfeld 

 I would like to recognize Saladoh Ali for a positive 
attitude and consistent participation.

STUDENT: Susana Aristondo
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee

 Susana Aristondo was a member of our Crestwood 
Family Learning class during the Fall Semester, 2017. She 
and her daughter Sofia always came to class early, ready 
to practice English. Susana enjoyed doing homework and 
practicing English outside the classroom. Because of her 
hard work, she made excellent progress in her English 
proficiency.

STUDENT: Ysabel Veronica Camacho
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee 

 Ysabel Camacho was a student in the Crestwood Family 
Learning Program class in fall, 2017. She had excellent 
attendance and she was always willing to help other 
students. Ysabel graduated from our class in December, 
2017. We have missed her very much, but we know that she 
is continuing to develop her proficiency in English while 
supporting her children and family to achieve their own 
educational goals.

STUDENT: Nichapa Chantorntanu
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee

 Nichapa Chantorntanu scored too high for our 
Crestwood Family Learning class when she was tested 
at registration in fall, 2017, but she was willing to join 
us as a class aide to help our other English learners. 
Throughout the semester Nichapa was an excellent model 
for our students. She worked hard to improve her English 
proficiency, doing all the homework, and helping everyone 
in the class with speaking, listening, reading and writing. 
In January, 2018, Nichapa was tested and admitted to an 
Adult and Community Education ESOL class at the Plum 
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Center. She has continued to study at the Plum Center 
to strengthen her proficiency in English. We are grateful 
to Nichapa for all the help she gave our beginning ESOL 
students at Crestwood.

STUDENT: Forida Chowdhury
INSTRUCTOR: Stan Citron

 I am nominating Forida Chowdhury for Student 
Recognition. She is from Bangladesh and has been living 
in the US since 2015. Forida is dedicated and hardworking 
– always coming to class prepared and eager to go. My 
running joke was to ask Forida what page number the 
class needed to go to for the next part of the lesson...and 
she invariably knew the correct page number! Forida not 
only excelled in classroom work but, as she indicated in 
her “English Improves My Life” essay, she is using English 
outside the classroom to talk to her children, other family 
members, and neighbors. Forida personifies hard work 
encouraging other students to “pick up their game” so that 
they too can improve their English.

STUDENT: Hai-ping Chu
INSTRUCTOR: Karen Al-Kinani

 Hai-ping deserves to be recognized as an Outstanding 
Student because he is very hard working and serious in his 
desire to practice his English. He introduces new materials 
to our classes, such as textbooks, videos and recordings of 
American songs. He has many creative ideas about how to 
learn English. 
 I enjoy very much out time together and his stories 
about his life and culture.

STUDENT: Wei Fan
INSTRUCTOR: Jackie Park

 I recommend Wei for Student Recognition. Wei began 
in a level one class in the fall of 2017 and spring 2018. 
Although she repeated the level one class, she has shown 
much improvement throughout the classes. She always 
brought a positive attitude and worked very hard for each 
class. She also actively participated in all the class activities 
and helped out other classmates.

STUDENT: Raksha Gandhi
INSTRUCTOR: Elisa Reyes Spack

 Learning to speak, write and read in English when it is 
not one’s mother tongue is quite a challenge. I am proud 
to nominate my student, Ms. Raksha Gandhi, for a special 
recognition as an outstanding LCNV student in 2018.
 Raksha was acknowledged for her untiring effort as a 
literacy student at the 2017 Annual Recognition Ceremony. 
This year, the nomination is for a totally different aspect 
of her progress as my student. In September, 2017 a 
unique job opportunity as an Accounts Payable Specialist 

presented itself and Ms. Gandhi approached me for help. 
I truly admire her courage. Looking for a job and landing 
an interview is quite an accomplishment, even for native 
English speakers. (She was originally from India.) And if it 
was not enough, Ms. Gandhi got the job referral through her 
own effort at networking.
 As her literacy teacher, I believe that the true test of 
Raksha’s progress is for her to be able to utilize what she 
learned from our learning interaction and apply it to real 
life situations. In this case, she diligently worked with me 
on answering potential interview questions. I allowed her to 
formulate her own responses, but coached her on improving 
her sentence construction, oral delivery, and diction. As an 
added incentive, I also suggested an acceptable outfit to 
wear for her interview.
 During the mock interview that I intentionally 
subjected Raksah to, I asked her ten frequently asked 
interview questions. Responding to the same set of 
questions multiple times to perfect (or even come close to 
achieving perfection) must have been quite an ordeal for 
Raksha, but she did not even complain.
 Although Raksah did not successfully land that job she 
applied for, I truly commend her for all the effort that she 
devoted to preparing for her interview, arriving on time 
at the venue, showing up for a face-to-face interview, and 
sending a thank you letter. When asked how the interview 
went, Raksha admitted she was a little nervous but still able 
to answer all the interviewer’s questions.
 I have no doubt that when the next job opportunity 
knocks at Ms. Gandhi’s door, she can handle it with more 
confidence and self-preparation. I am also positive that 
Raksha’s first job interview experience has boosted her 
self-confidence and given her impetus to purse her goal of 
enrolling in a Bookkeeping class at the Northern Virginia 
Community College.
 Keep up the good work, Raksha!

STUDENT: David Guirguis
INSTRUCTOR: Stan Citron

 I am nominating David Guirguis for Student 
Recognition. He is from Egypt and has been living in the 
US since 2016. What sets David apart is his desire to help 
other students and his tremendous attitude. One incident 
that particularly stands out is when I was wrapping up a 
grammar lesson and David pointed out that many of the 
students didn’t understand the lesson. I checked with the 
other students, realized David was right, and went back to 
more clearly explain the grammar point. Another example, 
is when I introduced “Color Vowels” to the class and 
wasn’t sure if it would be beneficial for the students. David 
embraced “Color Vowels” and showed the other students, 
more convincingly than any teacher, that they too can use 
“Color Vowels” to improve their English. Finally, David 
brought an infectious enthusiasm and sense of humor that 
brighten the room improving the teaching experience for 
students and teachers alike.
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STUDENT: Sara Hajelamin
INSTRUCTOR: Clare Anderson 

 You might not know this at first, but Sara is one of 
our hardest working students. She is not as outgoing or 
talkative as some of the other students, but she does her 
work consistently and continues to improve each week. 
When we work one on one or in smaller groups, Sara does 
very well because she is a good listener and works hard. I 
am proud of Sara’s improvement in the short time I have 
known her.

STUDENT: Rosa Maria Hernandez
CLASS AIDE: Jeanine Sandoval

 Rosa Maria Hernandez has been studying English 
with us at the Korean Community Service Center for two 
sessions. Rosa is an extremely dedicated student who 
juggles a busy home and work life and still manages to 
faithfully attend classes and supplemental tutoring. It has 
been a joy to watch Rosa’s English skills grow; in particular, 
she has shown great improvement in her oral reading. Just 
as her English has improved, so too has Rosa’s confidence 
in the classroom. Where initially she may have been a little 
timid about sharing in class, she now participates with a 
strong, clear voice. With her hard work and commitment 
to improving her English, Rosa will no doubt continue to 
progress and flourish!

STUDENT: Jelena Ivkovic
INSTRUCTOR: Stephanie Hossfeld 

 I would like to recognize Jelena Ivkovic for outstanding 
effort and attention to detail. Jelena always asks great 
questions and gives 100% in the class. She has also helped 
other students.

STUDENT: Mariam Khalid
INSTRUCTOR: Stan Citron

 I am nominating Mariam Khalid for Student 
Recognition. She is from Afghanistan and has been living 
in the US since 2006. This past semester she worked 
with a LCNV tutor to improve her reading skills while 
also participating in the level two Conversation Class. 
The LCNV tutor indicated that Mariam has made great 
strides with her reading. This has helped her to more 
actively participate in the level two Conversation Class. 
During a recent class, I was struck by the tremendous 
improvement in her English. Mariam explained she is now 
using English much more when talking with her children (a 
fact confirmed by her son at our recent graduation party). 
Mariam’s persistent efforts to master reading and her use of 
English outside the classroom are paying dividends - she is 
well on the way to becoming a confident English speaker.

STUDENT: Yiran Liu
INSTRUCTOR: Valerie Sutter 

 Yiran Liu is a highly motivated student in level two 
English class. Peter (his adopted American name) has 
clear personal and professional goals: a successful life in 
the USA, including getting a decent job! The only class 
Peter missed was the day he had an appointment with 
immigration authorities for his “green card”. Of course he 
apologized beforehand for missing class that day. Peter 
always comes to class early, helps set up and socializes with 
other students. His sense of humor is contagious! His level 
of commitment to improve his English language skills is 
extraordinary. His eagerness to learn English is evident in 
his efforts to always “get it right”. A successful learner, Peter 
is especially helpful to fellow students - always ready to 
patiently assist others with the task at hand. Peter has made 
much progress in acquiring English skills. He approaches 
the learning of English with intellectual curiosity and 
also practicality. His sharing with the class his search for 
employment prompts the sharing of local resources and 
other information for securing a better life in the USA: a 
clear manifestation of LCNV goals.

STUDENT: Maria Martinez
INSTRUCTOR: Clare Anderson

 I am very proud of Maria’s efforts in our class. At first, 
our class was a challenge for her and we even spoke about 
moving back to level two. Maria would have none of it! She 
was determined to stay in level three and has worked very 
hard since then. I am so glad she stayed because she has 
added so many interesting stories to our class. Once, when 
we were learning about different modes of transportation, 
she entertained us by telling stories about her husband’s 
motorcycle. Maria has also worked very hard outside of 
class for her citizenship exam. The whole class was so 
excited when she passed the citizenship interview. I have no 
doubt that Maria will continue to improve.

STUDENT: Alejandrina Masias
INSTRUCTOR: Aliki Bryant

 I am so very pleased that my pupil, Alejandrina Masias, 
has decided to participate in the Annual Recognition 
Ceremony. Alejandrina has become more than just a pupil - 
she has become a friend. She is highly intelligent and eager 
to learn. She is an excellent reader. We now spend hours 
constantly chatting with each other because I am the only 
person she converses in English with. I have encouraged 
her to watch some American TV as much as she can given 
that her opportunities both at home and at her job are 
limited as everyone speaks Spanish. She is a wonderful and 
insightful woman. Getting to know Alejandrina has been a 
great pleasure.
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STUDENT: Patricia del Carmen Membreno
INSTRUCTOR: Clare Anderson

 Patricia works very hard in our class and is a good 
helper to the other students. She is one of the students who 
has very consistent attendance. I can tell she spends time 
outside of class working on her homework and studying the 
lessons. She is often willing to help another student if they 
have a question. I’m sure Patricia will continue to improve 
next semester.

STUDENT: Noemi Mendez
INSTRUCTOR: Jackie Park 

 I recommend Noemi for Student Recognition. Noemi 
was a wonderful student and always brought a positive 
attitude to class. She consistently helped other students and 
was always ready to learn and participate in class.

STUDENT: Cinthia Veronica Mendoza Piuca
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee

 It is a great pleasure to recommend Cinthia Veronica 
Mendoza Piuca for recognition as an outstanding English 
class student. Veronica has been a member of our class 
since fall 2017. She has had an excellent attendance and has 
worked diligently to complete all homework assignments. 
As a parent in our Family Learning Program at Crestwood 
Elementary School, Veronica has worked very well with 
her children to model for them what it means to be a good 
student. Her English proficiency and self-confidence have 
shown steady progress. We hope that Veronica will be 
able to come back to our class next September to continue 
studying English with us.

STUDENT: Sahro Mohamed
INSTRUCTORS: Lisa Trangsrud and Betty Rasmussen

 We would like to recognize Sahro Mohamed for 
outstanding achievement in the Writing Skills I class. Sahro 

has worked hard all session to improve her grammar and 
writing skills. She has had excellent attendance and usually 
arrives early for class. Sahro always has her homework 
completed, and if she has made mistakes she is eager to 
make corrections. 
 She has also been a valuable member of the writing 
class bringing enthusiasm and energy to each activity and 
a willingness to help others around her. She is quick to raise 
her hand both to answer questions and to ask a question 
if she is confused. Sahro’s positive attitude and hard work 
deserve recognition by the Literacy Council of Northern 
Virginia.

STUDENT: Sahro Mohamed
INSTRUCTOR: Valerie Sutter

 Sahro Mohamed, recently arrived from Somalia, was 
a student in level two English during the fall and spring 
of 2018. Somewhat shy and demure at first, she quickly 
demonstrated a consistent determination to acquire English 
skills. Always attentive, Sahro rises to the challenge--
jumping right in to participate and even lead with assigned 
class activities. Sahro has an excellent attendance record 
and always completes homework. She clearly became 
more confident as the class progressed. Sahro is an 
excellent example of a highly motivated student, despite 
the challenges of being “new’ to the USA. Very quickly she 
became an active participant in our classroom “community” 
and a good example of how LCNV classes can not only 
boost English language skills but also how these classes 
contribute to a sense of belonging.

STUDENT: Gladis Molina
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee

 Gladis Molina deserves to be recognized as an 
outstanding English class student because of her excellent 
attendance, extra hours of computer-based practice, and her 
good work in English class. Gladis is a delightful student 
who has been an example for other members of the class. 

One of LCNV’s classes at the Herndon Neighorhood Resource Center.
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She always does homework and she enjoys coming to the 
Crestwood Family Center Computer lab to do extra English 
practice on days when there is no class. Gladis is always 
ready to participate in English class activities with other 
students. We hope that she will return to English class in 
fall 2018 in order to continue to develop her proficiency in 
English.

STUDENT: Setara Naweed
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee

 Setara Naweed deserves to be recognized as an 
outstanding English class student because she has been 
such a dedicated member of our class for two semesters 
- fall 2017 and spring 2018. Setara is always one of the 
earliest students to arrive for English class. She does all the 
homework. As a member of our Family Learning Program 
at Crestwood, she practices English with her children and 
other family members. She is always willing to participate 
in activities in English class and to help other students. 
Setara is a wonderful student. We hope she will come back 
to class next fall to continue learning with us.

STUDENT: Trinh Nguyen
INSTRUCTOR: Diane DePallo 

 I think Trinh Nguyen is an outstanding student because 
she is completely committed to her study of English. It 
was evident in class this semester in many ways. She 
attended regularly - and on the two occasions she couldn’t 
attend, she would let me know in advance. She would even 
arrive to class early. She is very conscientious. When she 
came to class, her homework was always completed. She 
was always prepared to follow the lesson and participate 
fully. In addition to homework, she took initiative to 
devise her own study methods - like putting conjugated 
verbs on index cards, and looking up vocabulary lists in 
her native language. Often, when she didn’t understand 
something being taught, she would stop me and ask 
questions. She always looked for further explanation until 
she understood. It’s clear she is fearless in her learning, as 
she was never afraid of making mistakes in class in order 
to learn. I sometimes assisted her with corrections to her 
pronunciation and then would teach the particular sound. 
As always, her response was an eagerness to understand in 
order to get it right. She is unrelenting in her perseverance 
to learn English. For these reasons I believe Trinh Nguyen 
deserves student recognition by the LCNV.

STUDENTS: Thi Nhu Y, Christine Nguyen Pongoh Lesher
INSTRUCTORS: Chris Axarlis and Bill Nye

 The Monday night conversation class has been quite 
lively and fun. A big part of a conversation class such as 
ours is having a corp of students who are enthusiastic and 
who are not afraid to speak. Y and Christine are especially 
helpful because they frequently respond to the comments 

of other students. Often the subject has been either how 
to obtain a Virginia driver’s license, or something about 
food. In our class student-to-student conversation is really 
the gold standard, and both of these women are good at 
starting it.

STUDENT: Elena Nichipurenko
INSTRUCTOR: Clare Anderson 

 On the first day of the Spring Session, Elena was the 
first student to arrive. Even though it was a little hard to 
understand her, I could tell she has a lot of enthusiasm for 
learning English. Elena speaks three languages - English, 
Russian, and Spanish. Sometimes she laughs when she 
makes a mistake and mixes up the languages and that 
makes the other students relax. Elena has worked very hard 
in our class and her attendance has been excellent. Even 
when other students missed class because of the weather, 
Elena made it to class. Elena’s positive attitude has helped 
her improve each week.

STUDENT: Galeey Omar
INSTRUCTOR: Stephanie Hossfeld 

 I would like to recognize Galeey Omar for perseverance 
and improvement.

STUDENT: Griselda Quintana
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee 

 It is an honor to recommend Griselda Quintana for a 
student recognition award. Griselda has been a member of 
our Family Learning English class at Crestwood Elementary 
School since January 2018. She has had excellent 
attendance and has done all assigned homework. She has 
been an enthusiastic participant in all class activities, and 
she has especially enjoyed our field trips to the Plum Center 
for Lifelong Learning and to the Richard Byrd Library. 
Griselda has also made good use of our classroom library 
for extra practice of reading in English. We hope that 
Griselda will return to our class next September to continue 
to develop her English proficiency.

STUDENT: Narmen Rashid
INSTRUCTOR: Jody Sweet

 Narmen arrives for class every day with a ready smile 
and ready to learn. Not only has her attendance been 
perfect, she has never failed to complete all assigned 
homework. Narmen is in the classroom before the teacher; 
she helps arrange the room in the preferred style and 
cheerfully greets all students as they arrive. She talks 
“homework” with arriving students and “what we’ll do 
today” as the teacher writes it on the board. She works hard, 
is careful to raise questions when she doesn’t understand, 
and enthusiastically participates in all activities. Her 
diligence and hard work has paid off as she is increasingly 
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confident in her command of English. She is a friend to all 
and is a real pleasure to have in our class. We look forward 
to continuing lessons with Narmen.

STUDENT: Mohammed Riame
INSTRUCTOR: Tawfiq Ahmed

 As the lead teacher for the William Ramsay level one 
English class, I would like to point out that Mohammed 
Riame has excelled very well during the semester.
 Mohammed was one of the students in my class who I 
never marked a day absent throughout the semester. He has 
shown excellent leadership in the class with other students.
 Mohammed always took part in the activities during the 
classes and he puts extra effort into working and assisting 
his classmates. As a more advanced student, I also directed 
him to different groups to help his classmates with their 
homework and group activities.
 I would also like to mention the amount and quality 
of Mohammed’s work that he puts into the homework 
assignments. He always brings his homework and he is 
never late for class.

STUDENT: Ana Rivera
INSTRUCTOR: Kathy Brooks

 This is Ana’s second semester in the LCNV Family 
Learning Program. It was easy to choose Ana for this honor. 
She is responsible, good-natured and kind. 
 Ana is often the first to arrive for class and the last 
one to leave. Ana notices the little things. If the cleaning 
supplies are not in the classroom, she goes to the office 
to pick them up without being asked. She participates in 
chores and activities with a smile on her face. 
 Ana is friendly and cheerful, and works with her fellow 
students readily. When doing group work, she is eager 
to take a leadership role if necessary, or to learn from her 
classmates. She takes parts in group discussions, and 
listens respectfully to others. 
 Ana does her homework regularly, and often sends me 
messages through the Remind app if she has questions. She 
takes pride in completing her assignments to the best of 
her ability. 
 I’ve really enjoyed having Ana in class, and wish her 
continued success in her path towards fluency. Ana hopes 
to become a US citizen soon. Best of luck, Ana!

STUDENT: Antonio Rodriguez
INSTRUCTOR: Stephanie Hossfeld

 I would like to recognize Antonio Rodriguez for 
consistently making it to class despite a busy and tiring 
work schedule and always sharing his point of view. 
Antonio also asks great clarifying questions and works 
through challenges.

STUDENT: Miriam Rosas
INSTRUCTOR: Karen Al-Kinani

 Miriam deserves to be recognized as an Outstanding 
Student because she works hard and persistently to achieve 
her goals. She continues to make great progress in her 
English. She is determined to speak English properly. 
 I enjoy our time together, especially our discussions 
about life and philosophy.

STUDENT: Hamasa Sarware
INSTRUCTOR: Elizabeth Magee

 Hamasa Sarware deserves to be recognized as an 
outstanding English class student because of her excellent 
attendance and her dedicated work in English class. 
Hamasa and her two children always come to class early 
and are ready to practice English. Hamasa does all assigned 
homework and enjoys borrowing classroom library books to 
share with her children at home. Hamasa is always willing 
to help other students and to participate in classroom 
discussions. We hope that she will come back to English 
class in fall 2018 to continue to develop her proficiency in 
English.

STUDENT: Hiba Siddig
INSTRUCTORS: Margaret Breen and Laura Schell

 Positive. This is the word that best describes our 
Student of the Year, Hiba Siddig. We have known Hiba 
since September and we appreciate the wonderful 
optimistic attitude she brings to each class. Hiba 
approaches every task, lesson, assignment, discussion or 
conversation with this enthusiastic attitude. We see in her 
face, “I want to do this. I can do this.”
 Helpful. Hiba’s positive attitude extends to her fellow 
classmates. Hiba is always ready to answer their questions 
and provides support for difficult content. Her enthusiasm 
for learning English is contagious. 

LCNV students at the Herndon Neighborhood Resource 
Center celebrate the end of the semester.
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 Determined. Learning English is hard work. Hiba wants 
to improve her English and is willing to do the hard work 
that is necessary. She was a radiologist in her country and 
is now a busy wife and mother but still finds time to walk to 
class and complete all the work.
 We respect and admire Hiba. It has been our pleasure to 
work with her this year.

STUDENT: Blanca Soliz
INSTRUCTOR: Dorothy Egbert

 Dedicated, earnest, hardworking, cheerful…it’s easy to 
run out of adjectives when describing Blanca Soliz and her 
accomplishments as a student with the Literacy Council of 
Northern Virginia. 
 In the time I have been working with her, Blanca has 
greatly improved her English skills, particularly in speaking 
and writing. It is her effort that has made the difference, not 
mine. She attends our meetings faithfully, comes prepared, 
and completes “homework” assignments, as one would 
expect. But more importantly, she takes the initiative to do 
even more - by reading on her own, researching additional 
materials on the internet, and taking responsibility for 
her own learning. She has done this while holding down a 
demanding full-time job - at which she has been promoted 
- and managing home and family duties. I know it has been 
quite hard for her at times, but she perseveres. 
 Blanca herself might say that what she has really gained 
is confidence; that she now has the courage to speak up 
when dealing with businesses, co-workers, and others. But 
I believe that her courage has always been obvious: the 
courage to move with her family to a strange country, to 
find employment, and to learn a new and difficult language. 
I am humbled by her courage.

STUDENT: Maryam Tahmourespoor
INSTRUCTOR: Jody Sweet

 A quiet person by nature, Maryam isn’t one to boast 
about her achievements. But we can tell you she is an 
outstanding student with excellent work habits. She has 
never missed a class and comes prepared to learn every day. 
She works hard and that hard work has paid off in all areas 
of her English languages skills. Given her excellent reading 
comprehension skills, it is hard to imagine anything 
Maryam isn’t prepared to handle in her quiet, studious 
manner. She is such a dedicated student, we look forward to 
helping her achieve whatever English language goals she 
has set for herself.

STUDENT: Yi Jy Tao
INSTRUCTOR: Annette Come

 It is my pleasure to recognize Yi Jy Tao for the many 
gifts she shared with us in the level B Writing Class. Yi 
Jy’s genuine love of learning made her a pleasure to teach 
and an inspiration to her classmates. Her clever sense of 

humor, so apparent in her writing, kept the class lively, and 
her tendency to ask pertinent questions kept us all on our 
toes. Her determination came through in the many ways 
she worked to improve her writing, including optional 
assignments and tutoring. As the term progressed, Yi Jy’s 
poetic talent blossomed, and the writing she shared with us 
grew more beautiful each day.

STUDENT: Alejandrina Tejada-Gutierrez
INSTRUCTOR: Pam DiRamio

 She deserves to be recognized because she is a 
dedicated LCNV student from the beginning of the 
program. We meet every Saturday morning. I have been her 
tutor for almost five years. She rarely misses a session.
 Allie is the best example of what “lifetime learning” 
means. She wants to always improve her English reading 
and writing skills so she can comprehend and discuss 
current events and participate in conversations.
 I admire her ongoing process of improving her English 
language skills.

STUDENT: Hong Tam Tran
INSTRUCTOR: Jody Sweet

 Tam is one of the hardest working students in our class.  
For Tam, it is often not enough to simply attend class and 
complete homework, Tam stays after class every day for 
extra tutoring. She is never satisfied doing “well enough”. 
She works for perfection in every detail of her studies. 
She ensures she understands, spells, and uses every word 
correctly. But above all, Tam works extremely hard at her 
pronunciation and watching her practice, practice, practice 
this aspect of English language learning is inspiring to her 
teacher and tutors alike.

STUDENT: Marta Vasquez
CLASS AIDE: Chris Wollenberg

 I would like to nominate Marta Vasquez for student 
recognition. Marta came to our level one program in the 
fall of 2017. She barely spoke any English at all; even saying 
the numbers in English was a challenge. Other aides and 
I worked with her constantly when she was in class, just 
trying to get her caught up in the basics. She has come to 
class every day she can, considering her work schedule, 
and has made terrific progress. Numbers and letters are no 
longer a problem; she can read some basic English; she asks 
questions, in English, in class and she willingly participates 
in small group activities. She deserves recognition for just 
hanging in there and working hard to develop her English 
skills.
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Destination Workforce®
This Spring Semester, LCNV offered three Destination Workforce® classes tailored to the 
hospitality sector. Sixteen learners successfully passed the Guest Service Gold® customer 
service certification exam, a nationally recognized credential offered by the American 
Hotel and Lodging Institute. These newly certified guest service professionals can now 
compete for, secure, and advance in jobs within the hospitality arena. 

Congratulations to these learners for successfully passing the Guest Service Gold® 
customer service certification exam:

Heba Waleed Al Bashiereh | Jin Feng Chen | Nahid Jahan Chowdhury |  
Ana Gladis Dheming | Donaldo Fuentes | Claudia Wendolyn Alvarez Garcia |  
Jose Carlos Russian Gonzalez | Sara Hajelamin | Kang Suk Lee | Najla Ismail |  
Rosi Martinez | Amparo D. Rodriguez | Linieyies Vergen Rodriguez | Maryam Sadeqi | 
Sothean Thun | Mulugeta Abohay Yimam

Learners at the James Lee Community Center practice hospitality-focused English skills.
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The Patricia M. Donnelly Merit Scholarship
Named in honor of the Literacy Council of Northern Virginia’s retired Executive Director 
who led the organization from 2002 to 2017, the Patricia M. Donnelly Merit Scholarship 
is awarded to an outstanding beginning-level LCNV learner whose dedication to literacy 
inspires the LCNV community. In its inaugural year, this scholarship, which covers tuition 
for up to six semesters of classes, is given to a student who exemplifies commitment, 
perseverance, achievement, and classroom leadership. 

Faustine Coulibaly, 2018 Recipient
 Faustine Coulibaly arrived in the United States in September of 2017, after receiving her permanent resident status. 
On the first day she arrived, her greeting family suggested that she go to LCNV to learn English. Faustine entered English 
class at the very beginning-level. A native French speaker and accountant from Côte d’Ivoire, she knew that English would 
be the key to success in her new home. With no background in the language, Faustine was determined to master English 
as quickly as possible.
 “Now I speak English at work,” says Faustine, “I use English on Facebook and in text messages.” After only three 
months of study, Faustine had advanced to LCNV’s level two English class. When asked about her determination to learn, 
Faustine replies that “English is the international language, you can travel with English. If I travel in the future, if I go to 
England, it won’t be a problem because I speak English. Also, there are many companies that need bilingual employees.” 
Faustine’s quick advancement at LCNV is driven by her vision of a better future. 
 How does English improve Faustine’s life? “English improves my life because I talk with my manager at work, people 
come to my job and tell me things in English, [and] I understand very well; before it was difficult.” 
 A regular at LCNV’s level two class, Faustine also attends LCNV’s Skills-based Conversation Class for extra practice. 
“I like the conversation class because it helps every student,” she says, “[pronunciation] is very difficult, but there is lots 
of practice in the conversation class.” Faustine also notes that she is free to practice with her classmates at LCNV with “no 
humiliation” in a mutually respectful and accepting classroom setting.
 Faustine will continue her LCNV classes, and hopes to eventually attend a university in the United States. After that, 
Faustine may even try to start her own business! “I want to be an example,” states Faustine, “if you have the motivation to 
learn, you will succeed.”
 “I am very happy. I never imagined that this prize would have been destined for me. I never imagined that I [would 
be] chosen. I would like to thank all of those at the Literacy Council of Northern Virginia, and all of my teachers.”

Patricia M. Donnelly

“I want to be an example. If you have the 
motivation to learn, you will succeed.”   

- Faustine Coulibaly, LCNV learner



LCNV Thanks Our Supporters 
LCNV thanks these Literacy Circle Donors who have given in excess of $50,000 to LCNV 

and continue to give generously to support LCNV’s mission.

During its current fiscal year to date (July 1, 2017 through mid-May, 2018) LCNV received generous contributions from the 
following*:

Valedictorian ($10,000–$24,999)
Rob Abbot and Claire Cifaloglio

Salutatorian ($5,000–$9,999) 
Applied Solutions, Inc. | BlackRock | Community Foundation for Northern Virginia | Tom and Jill DePont | 
Jane and Todd Ihrig | Michael Isman | KIHOMAC, Inc. | Mahrer Family Fund | Howard and Patsy Norton | 

Anne and Jon Spear Charitable Fund, Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund | Steele Family Foundation

Dean’s List ($1,000–$4,999) 
Susan J. Aitel | Nalin Amin | Elsa Angell | Anonymous (5) | Arlington (VA) Chapter of the Links, Inc. | 

Carol Ashworth | Suneer and Priya Aurora | Bailey’s Crossroads Rotary Club | P. Balsawer | Beverly Barsy | Janet Barsy | 
Phil Beauchene and Carolyn Klein | Avis E. Black | Phil and Ann Marie Borkowski | Paul and Sandra Byrne | Catalogue for 

Philanthropy | Susan R. Clayman | Louis Mitchell Detweiler and Jerome Katz Memorial Gift Fund, Fidelity Charitable | 
Patricia M. Donnelly | Marykate and Steve Dougherty | Eileen Fisher | Kyle Grieser | Adam Grimm | Anne S. Hartzenbusch 

| Ed Hatcher | Franz and Sarah Jaggar | David Kaplan | Kellar Family Foundation | Richard Kowalczyk | Jean Ku | 
Maida H. Loescher | Mangum Family Fund | The Maple Tree Fund | David Marcellas | Anil and Geeta Mehta | 

John and Elizabeth Miklos | Denise M. Murray | The Nora Roberts Foundation | John Odenwelder and Nancy Noonan | 
Susannah O’Donnell | Victor Pa and May Wu-Pa | Ronna S. Pazdral | Gail Perfetti | Kitty Porterfield | 

Laxmi and Rukmini Poruri | Mariam Rangwala | Rotary Club of McLean | Roopal Saran | Nigel Smyth | 
Steele Foundation LLC | Jean Sweeney | Mark Troppe and Mikki Atsatt | Julia Trotter | Robert Whitney | World Bank | 

YourCause, LLC | Jean Schiro-Zavela and Vance Zavela | William S. Zloth
*Due to space limitations, only donors who gave $1,000 or more are listed in this publication.
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The mission of LCNV is to teach adults the basic 
skills of reading, writing, speaking, and understanding 
English so they can access employment and educational 
opportunities and more fully and equitably participate 
in the community.

2855 Annandale Road
Falls Church, VA 22042
(703) 237-0866 
TTY: 711
info@lcnv.org
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